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Insights from Interviews: Understanding Interest in Japan-Made EMU in

Indonesia

1.  What motivates Japanese Railfans to visit Indonesia and explore the
existence of Japan-made EMU (KRL)?

Hirano Satoshi:

Sugibayashi Keisuke:

Namii Junichi:

I am a Japanese Railfan from my born in 1970, especially my
favorite is commuter trains and ordinary, local passenger trains,
freight trains made in Showa Era (until 1989).

And because | am a backpacker and historian, | have had a lot of
interest to Indonesia and its history, culture. But mainly | have
visited and researched China and other East Asian Countries, | had
no chance of visiting Indonesia in the 20™ century. But from the 215t
century, a lot of used Japanese EMUs and DMUs were exported to
Southeast Asia, especially to Indonesia. The most important
motivation was the export of JR EMU Series 103 and TOKYU
EMU Series 8000/8500 to Indonesia. These trains are my best
favorites from my childhood.

So, | decided on my first visit to Jakarta in 2009, and from 2009 to
2016, every 1 year | have visited to Jakarta (each time | have stayed
for about 5-7 days).

But at the same time, | have noticed that the original trains and
locomotives of KAI are also very attractive, and the historical spots
of Indonesia are very interesting, and the scenery of cities, towns,
and fields are very beautiful. I enjoyed the combination of Japanese
EMU and Indonesian culture.

We are attached to Japan-made (used) KRL. And we are interested
in those vehicles having a second life in Indonesia.
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2. What are the reasons Japanese Railfans have an interest in the presence of
Japan-made EMUs in Indonesia? (Such as nostalgia, business trip)

Hirano Satoshi:

Two different railway culture’s encounter is too interesting.
Originally Japanese EMU were made for Japanese society and
based on Japanese culture. But in the completely different cultural
atmosphere, Indonesian Railway staffs are studying the technologies
hard and running the trains very well, and the trains are newly fit the
Indonesian atmosphere. The most amazing thing is, the Japanese
trains and Islamic culture are fit each other (I am not Muslim, but
the train’s running beside the masjids and in the azan call are my
best favorite during my visit to Jakarta).
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Sugibayashi Keisuke:

Namii Junichi:

I think there are many nostalgic elements that triggered our interest
in Japanese EMUs. However, | think it is also interesting that
modifications have been made to suit the characteristics of
Indonesia (installation of barriers, change of paint, improvement of
destination display, etc.).

In addition, in Japan, used KRL are often run-in local cities
(countryside) with the number of cars shortened. But in Jakarta,
they are still running in the same long formation (8 to 12 cars) as
they did in Tokyo.
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3. What activities do Japanese Railfans engage in to support their interest in
the existence of Japan-made EMUs in Indonesia? (Such as riding trains,
documenting through photography, videos, blogs, collecting model trains,
meeting and forming friendships with fellow Railfans)

Hirano Satoshi:

Sugibayashi Keisuke:

Namii Junichi:

Riding trains, and taking photos, then upload images and
impressions to the internet (until several years ago on blog, but now
on twitter) are main activities.

Unfortunately, there is no time making models of EMU’s. But if
there would be the finished products of EMU’s and other
Indonesian original trainsets, | must buy them.

I think all of the examples you have given are applicable. | hope that
through these activities, these will further deepen the exchange
between Indonesia and Japan.
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4.  Where do Japanese Railfans typically engage in their hobbies during their
visits to Indonesia?

Hirano Satoshi:

Sugibayashi Keisuke:

Namii Junichi:

Taking photos, riding trains and eating Indonesian dishes.
Eating mie ayam bakso is the best selection when getting off the
trains in the noon.

They enjoy watching the trains come and go at major stations such
as Manggarai and Jakarta Kota, and taking pictures along the train
lines where they can take beautiful pictures. People who like to ride
trains also enjoy observing the interior and listening to the sound of
the motors.
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5. Are there specific peak periods when Railfans visit Indonesia? (Such as
Golden Week or certain months)

Hirano Satoshi:

Maybe the vacation season of Japanese universities (Feb.-Mar. and

Jul.-Aug), because young student Railfans have a lot of time.

Of course, there may be a lot of young and middle-age Railfans
visiting in Golden week.

Sugibayashi Keisuke: We often visit during Golden Week, summer holidays, and the year-

Namii Junichi:

end and New Year holidays when we can take long vacations.
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6.  What demographics of Railfans show interest in the Japan-made EMUSs in
Indonesia? (gender/age)

Hirano Satoshi:

It is very difficult to say. If one series of trainsets are exported to
Indonesia, the lover of this series trainsets are willing to go to
Indonesia. This phenomenon is not limited to age.

The lover of JR 103 are, roughly saying, relatively old.

But the lover of Tokyo Metro 05 are, roughly saying, relatively
young.

It is depend on the ages of the trainsets.

| don’t know whether female Railfans (Tetsu-ko) are willing to visit
Indonesia. Through the internet I haven’t seen someone female
Railfan visited Indonesia.

Sugibayashi Keisuke: Japanese Railfans are overwhelmingly male. They are mostly in

Namii Junichi:

their 20s to 60s in age. However, the majority of Japanese railroad
fans are only interested in Japan’s domestic railroads, and those who
are interested in railroads in Indonesia and other countries are very
small in relation to the overall fan population.
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7. Why does this phenomenon of Japanese Railfans visiting Indonesia occur?
(Through social media or through other means)

Hirano Satoshi:

The combination of magazine reports and Internet contents.

If a lot of Railfans know that Indonesia is suit for Railfanning, they
are willing to visit Indonesia. | think it is very easily happening. (I
am one of such Railfans).
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Sugibayashi Keisuke: 1 think social media, railway magazines, personal blogs and
websites have a big impact. Especially since the late 2000s when the
Internet became popular, the number of visitors has been increasing.
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8. Do Japanese Railfans seek opportunities to make friendships with Railfan
communities in Indonesia or meet fellow Indonesian Railfans?
Hirano Satoshi: If there are opportunities, a lot of Japanese Railfans would like so.
But usually Japanese English skill are poor (I also...). It is my regret
that I don’t have enough time studying Bahasa Indonesia.

Sugibayashi Keisuke:  Of course!!
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9.  What is your perspective on the phenomenon of Japanese Railfans visiting
Indonesia? (In the context of the interest in the existence of Japan-made
EMUs (KRL) in Indonesia)

Hirano Satoshi: Maybe the Japan EMU’s existence itself is the best reason of

visiting Indonesia.

If one Japanese railfan would not felt interest to Indonesian original
trainsets (including MRT/LRT/KCIC) and Indonesian culture, their
visit to Indonesia would not continue after the abandonment of
EMU JR205 or Tokyo Metro 6000.

Sugibayashi Keisuke: | think it is a good thing that exchanges between Indonesia and
Japan have progressed through the Japan-made EMUs (KRL).
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10. How do Japanese Railfans describe their experiences during their visits
related to the existence of Japan-made EMUS?
Hirano Satoshi: Amazing, amazing, amazing!
From my view this amazing is made by the combination with
Indonesian culture and Indonesian original trains.
But whether other Japanese Railfans feel the same feeling, I don’t
know.
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Maybe some of the Railfans only feel amaze to the Indonesian
original train color.

Sugibayashi Keisuke: Many people have commented on social media that they had a very
wonderful experience in Indonesia. As a result of these reviews,
more and more people are visiting.

Namii Junichi: Twitter 7' 0 7 % THIEL T 3., A5 Instagram Tid H & 0 K,
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11. Are Japanese Railfans interested in learning about the history of Indonesian
railways and comparing them to railways in Japan during their visits?
Hirano Satoshi: During the visit to Jakarta, the everyday’s activity (taking photos
and riding trains) is too hard to think of learning history. After going
back to Japan, through reading books and internet contents, increase
the recognition.

Sugibayashi Keisuke: Of course, we are interested. Indonesia’s railways, which developed
under the influence of foreign countries such as the Netherlands and
Japan, have some similarities and differences to Japan Railways,
and many people want to understand the background to this.
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12.  What is your opinion regarding the presence of Japan-made EMUs in
Indonesia? (Both new and used EMU)
Hirano Satoshi: Thank Indonesians very much buying, using, and loving Japan
products.
But at the same time, it is natural that, as the develop of Indonesian
economy and technologies, the EMUs in Indonesia will be made in
Indonesia. The process of it is also very interesting.

Sugibayashi Keisuke: We are grateful that the Indonesian people take good care of the
used EMUs that we have ridden many times in Japan.
We are also interested in new EMUs (MRT, Rheostatic, Hitachi,
etc.) that are based on Japanese railway technology but customized
to Indonesian specifications.
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