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ABSTRACT 
 

 
Name                          : Septi Rina Fatmasari 

 

Study Program           : English Literature and Culture Department S-1 
 

Title                            : The Influence of Racism to the Use of Swear Words in 
 

Spike Lee’s “BlacKkKlansman” Movie Script 
 

 
 

This research discusses about the swear words that are used by white and black 

characters in the BlacKkKlansman movie script by using sociolinguistic approach. 

BlacKkKlansman is 2018 American biograpical crime film directed by Spike Lee 

and based on the true story of Ron Stallworth a retired American police officer 

who infilterated to the Ku Klux Klan organization in the early 1970’s. This thesis 

discusses about the types, purposes, and how racism influence the characters to 

use swear words. The method of this study is library research. The source are needed 

to support this paper taken from the movie script “BlacKkKlansman” and sources  

that  contains  the  theory of  swear  words  classifications  by  Batistella, theory of 

swear words purposes by Rothwell and theory of racism by Neubeck and Glasberg. 
 

Keywords  :  Swear  Words,  Rasism,  White  and  Black  Characters,Types  and 
 

Purposes 
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ABSTRAK 
 

 
Nama                           : Septi Rina Fatmasari 

 

Program Studi             : S-1 Bahasa Inggris dan Kebudayaan 
 

Judul Penelitian         : The Influence of Racism to the Use of Swear Words in 
 

Spike Lee’s “BlacKkKlansman” Movie Script 
 

 
 

Penelitian  ini  membahas  tentang  kata-kata  umpatan  yang  digunakan  oleh 

karakter kulit putih dan hitam dalam naskah film BlacKkKlansman dengan 

menggunakan pendekatan sosiolinguistik. BlacKkKlansman adalah film biografi 

kejahatan Amerika tahun 2018 yang disutradarai oleh Spike Lee dan berdasarkan 

kisah nyata Ron Stallworth, seorang pensiunan perwira polisi Amerika yang 

menyusup ke dalam organisasi Ku Klux Klan pada awal tahun 1970-an. Tesis ini 

membahas tentang jenis, tujuan, dan bagaimana rasisme mempengaruhi karakter 

dalam menggunakan kata-kata umpatan. Metode penelitian ini adalah penelitian 

kepustakaan. Sumber diperlukan untuk mendukung makalah ini yang diambil dari 

naskah film "BlacKkKlansman" dan sumber yang berisi teori klasifikasi kata-kata 

umpatan oleh Batistella, teori tujuan kata-kata umpatan oleh Rothwel, dan teori 

rasisme oleh Neubeck dan Glasberg. 
 
 
 

Kata kunci : Kata-kata Umpatan, Rasisme, Karater Kulit Putih dan Hitam, Tipe 

dan Tujuan 



Darma Persada University | viii 

 

 

 

TABLE OF CONTENT 
 
 

 
INTELECTUAL PROPERTY STATEMENT PAGE ....................................... i 

TEST FEASIBILITY APPROVAL PAGE ...........Error! Bookmark not defined. 

APPROVAL PAGE .................................................Error! Bookmark not defined. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ................................................................................... iii 

ABSTRACT .......................................................................................................... vi 

ABSTRAK ........................................................................................................... vii 

TABLE OF CONTENT ..................................................................................... viii 

CHAPTER 1 : INTRODUCTION ....................................................................... 1 

1.1  Background of the Research ........................................................................ 1 
 

1.2  Identification of the Problem ....................................................................... 2 
 

1.3  Limitation of the Problem............................................................................ 3 
 

1.4  Formulation of the Problem ......................................................................... 3 
 

1.5  Objective of the Research ............................................................................ 4 
 

1.6  Method of the Research ............................................................................... 4 
 

1.7  Benefit of the Research................................................................................ 4 
 

1.8  Systematic Organization of the Research .................................................... 5 
 

CHAPTER 2 : FRAMEWORK OF THE THEORIES ..................................... 7 
 

2.1  Sociolinguistic ............................................................................................. 7 
 

2.2  Language and Society .................................................................................. 8 
 

2.2.1  Taboo Words ..................................................................................... 8 
 

2.2.2  Swear Words ..................................................................................... 9 
 

2.2.2.1 The types of Swear Words.................................................. 10 
 

2.2.2.1.1 Epithet ...............................................................11 
 

2.2.2.1.2 Profanity.............................................................11 
 

2.2.2.1.3 Vulgarity ............................................................11 
 

2.2.2.1.4 Obscenity ...........................................................11 
 

2.2.2.2 The Purpose of Swear Words ............................................. 12 
 

2.2.2.2.1 To Create Attention ...........................................12 
 

2.2.2.2.2 To Discredit .......................................................12 
 

2.2.2.2.3 To Provoke.........................................................13 



Darma Persada University | ix 

 

 

 

2.2.2.2.4 To Create Interpersonal Identification...............13 
 

2.2.2.2.5 To Provide Catharsis..........................................13 
 

2.3  Race and Ethnicity ..................................................................................... 14 
 

2.3.1  Racism... .......................................................................................... 15 
 

2.3.1.1 Personal Racism.................................................................. 17 
 

2.3.1.2 Institutional Racism ............................................................ 17 
 

2.3.2  Racism in America .......................................................................... 18 
 

2.4  BlacKkKlansman Movie Script ................................................................. 19 
 

CHAPTER 3 : THE TYPES, THE PURPOSES, AND THE INFLUENCE OF 

RACISM TO THE USE OF SWEAR WORDS THAT ARE UTTERED BY 

WHITE AND BLACK CHARACTERS IN SPIKE LEE’S 

BLACKKKLANSMAN MOVIE SCRIPT ....................................................... 21 
 

3.1  Types and Purposes of The Swear Words ................................................. 21 
 

3.1.1  Toad..... ............................................................................................ 22 
 

3.1.2  Hell....... ........................................................................................... 23 
 

3.1.3  Nigger.... .......................................................................................... 24 
 

3.1.4  Bastard.. ........................................................................................... 25 
 

3.1.5  Pig.................................................................................................... 26 
 

3.1.6  Asshole. ........................................................................................... 27 
 

3.1.7  Motherfucker ................................................................................... 28 
 

3.1.8  Porch Monkey ................................................................................. 29 
 

3.1.9  Fuck...... ........................................................................................... 30 
 

3.1.10 Shit................................................................................................... 31 
 

3.1.11 Damn..... .......................................................................................... 32 
 

3.1.12 Dickhead.......................................................................................... 33 
 

3.1.13 Cunt...... ........................................................................................... 34 
 

3.1.14 Bullshit. ........................................................................................... 35 
 

3.1.15 Kike...... ........................................................................................... 36 
 

3.1.16 Bitch..... ........................................................................................... 36 
 

3.1.17 Faggot.. ............................................................................................ 37 
 

3.1.18 Piss You Off .................................................................................... 38 
 

3.1.19 Son of Bitch ..................................................................................... 39 
 

3.1.20 Ass....... ............................................................................................ 40 



Darma Persada University | x 

 

 

 

3.1.21 Goddammit ...................................................................................... 40 
 

3.1.22 Horseshit.......................................................................................... 41 
 

3.1.23 Coon..... ........................................................................................... 41 
 

3.2  The Influence of Racism to the use of Swear Words................................. 42 
 

3.3.1  Historical Background ..................................................................... 44 
 

3.3.1.1 Personal Racism.................................................................. 46 
 

3.3.1.2 Institutional Racism ............................................................ 52 
 

CHAPTER 4 : CONCLUSION.......................................................................... 55 
 

REFERENCES .................................................................................................... 56 
 

SCHEME OF THE RESEARCH ...................................................................... 59 
 

POSTER OF THE RESEARCH ....................................................................... 60 
 

POSTER OF THE MOVIE................................................................................ 61 
 

CURRICULUM VITAE ..................................................................................... 62 
 

ATTACHMENTS .............................................................................................. 64 


