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WASHINGTON BLACK 

 
BACKGROUND For hundreds of years, it has stated that how White people towards Negroes in 

the United States are negative. They tend to see that Blacks reflected a general perception of 

slaves. Even if the slavery had abolished, the effect of slavery still remain to the former slaves. 

Black people in general also got the effect though they do not experiencing slavery. 

 
METHODS to analize this research, I use a 

variety   of   qualitative   methods,   kind   of 

library research, the nature of research in the 

form of analysis using the method of data 

collection in the form of EsiEdugyan’s novel 

Washington Black as a primary source and 

other related and supportive literature as the 

secondary resources. 

BENEFIT  this study is expected to be useful to 

those who are interested and want to explore more 

about EsiEdugyan’s novel Washington Black. This 

study may be useful since it is done through new 

perspective along with applying the concept of 

cultural trauma theory that included in the field of 

social-psychology literature that shown as something 

new and understandable for people who read this. 
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RESEARCH FINDING Ron Eyerman's theory of Cultural 

Trauma is reflected in Washington Black character. He is a 

former slave and has to dealing in the new environment. It is 

related  to  the  setting  and  plot.  And  the  social  process  of 

cultural trauma from Jeffrey Alexander is also reflected in  this 

novel.   It  means  novel  Washington  Black  reflects  Cultural 

Trauma. 
 

CONCLUSION  slavery  not  only  affected  the  social  life  of  former  slaves  just  like 

Washington Black but also black people in general, even though they are not experiencing 

slavery, its effect also occur to Africans in general. 
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