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REPRESENTATION OF FEMALE INHABITATION IN A 

PATRIARCHAL SOCIETY THROUGH BARTHE’S ORDER 

OF SIGNIFICATION IN NOVEL CIRCE; A SEMIOTIC 

STUDY 

BACKGROUND Patriarchal society is disadvantageous for females. Females lack 

representation in medias and Circe is an example of strong female representation. Circe 

reflects how females are discriminated living under this system; being victims of 

stereotypes, double-standard, and gender biased society. 

 

METHODS As this is a qualitative 

research and an interpretative one, the 

writer is not directly related to the source. 

The data is taken from the novel Circe in 

the form of narratives, dialogues, or 

occurring events. The denotative and 

connotative meanings of the signs are 

interpreted, and then the myth of each 

sign is explained in accordance. 

BENEFITS  

This research is expected to be useful for 

those who are interested in learning about 

patriarchal society, representations, and 

getting a deeper understanding about the 

novel Circe. This study can also enrich  

references for those who are looking to 

analyze literary works through Roland 

Barthes’s Myth theory. 

RESEARCH FINDINGS 

Circe reflects how females live in a 

patriarchal society. Through Roland 

Barthes’s semiotic approach, a lot of 

myth regarding patriarchal society and 

its unfair treatment towards female are 

seen within the novel. A lot of signs 

reflect how females are oppressed and 

restricted but Circe displays power by 

being herself and standing up for herself. 

CONCLUSION Through this research, it is seen that females living in a patriarchal society 

often gets their voice and their rights taken from them. They are denied their rights to 

improve and they are often time victims of sexist society. Circe reflects how females need 

to go out of their way to survive and standing up for one’s self is important. 
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