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CRITICAL DISCOURSE ANALYSIS OF JOE BIDEN’S INAUGURATION 

SPEECH VIS-A-VIS THE POLICIES OF THE UNITED STATES OF 

AMERICA 

Ade Prasetio 

 

ABSTRACT 

This term paper is motivated by interpreting meanings of strategic speech spoken by any president 

potentially disrupted by subjective matters in which it can cause commotions in a country. This term 

paper works on the critical discourse analysis of President Joe Biden’s inauguration speech to reveal 

the implicit meanings based on more academical perspectives through descriptive qualitative 

research method. Van Dijk Critical Discourse Analysis is applied as the approach to frame the 

analyses. As revealed in the analyses, President Joe Biden places domestic issues as the first priority 

to restore instead of international issues with percentage ratio of 70%:30%. This term paper reveals 

that unity and domestic security and stability against of democracy issues are implicitly claimed as 

the priorities to be restored and to be maintained. Followed by the issues in justice, humanity, 
tolerance, and public trust, they are coming into his policies to be restored. His leadership style is 

considering humanistic approach. Furthermore, the characteristic of his language styles is more 

composed and businesslike in expressing utterances which is not too hyperbole unlike Barack 

Obama’s. President Joe Biden mostly applies repetition and alliteration as the figures of speech to 

emphasize his messages.  

Keywords: Van Dijk Critical Discourse Analysis, Speech, Implicit Meaning, Joe Biden,   

    Barack Obama 
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ANALISIS WACANA KRITIS PIDATO PELANTIKAN JOE BIDEN 

TERHADAP KEBIJAKAN AMERIKA SERIKAT 

Ade Prasetio 

 

ABSTRAK 

Penelitian ini dilatarbelakangi oleh pemaknaan atas makna pidato yang disampaikan oleh setiap 

presiden yang berpotensi dipengaruhi oleh hal-hal subjektif yang dapat menimbulkan kegaduhan di 

suatu negara. Penelitian ini menguji analisis wacana kritis pidato pelantikan Presiden Joe Biden 
untuk mengungkap makna tersirat berdasarkan perspektif yang lebih akademis melalui metode 

penelitian deskriptif kualitatif. Analisis Wacana Kritis Van Dijk diterapkan sebagai pendekatan 

untuk membingkai analisis. Seperti terungkap dalam analisis, Presiden Joe Biden menempatkan 

masalah domestik sebagai prioritas pertama untuk dipulihkan daripada masalah internasional 

dengan rasio persentase 70%:30%. Penelitian ini mengungkapkan bahwa persatuan dan keamanan 

dalam negeri dan stabilitas terhadap isu-isu demokrasi secara implisit diklaim sebagai prioritas 

untuk dipulihkan dan dipelihara. Disusul dengan isu-isu keadilan, kemanusiaan, toleransi, dan 

kepercayaan publik, hal tersebut masuk ke dalam kebijakannya untuk dipulihkan. Gaya 

kepemimpinannya mempertimbangkan pendekatan humanistik. Selain itu, ciri gaya bahasanya lebih 

tersusun dan lugas dalam mengungkapkan ujaran-ujaran yang tidak terlalu hiperbola seperti 

Barack Obama. Presiden Joe Biden kebanyakan menggunakan pengulangan dan aliterasi sebagai 

kiasan untuk menekankan pesannya. 

Kata kunci: Analisis Wacana Kritis Van Dijk, Pidato, Makna Tersirat, Joe Biden,   

      Barack Obama 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



University of Darma Persada | viii  

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 
INTELECTUAL PROPERTY STATEMENT PAGE ...................................... i 

LETTER OF APPROVAL ................................................................................ ii 

TERM PAPER VALIDATION ........................................................................ iii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ................................................................................ iv 

ABSTRACT ...................................................................................................... vi 

ABSTRAK ......................................................................................................... vii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ................................................................................ viii 

CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION...................................................................... 1 

1.1 Background of the Problem ............................................................................ 1 

1.2 Identification of the Problem .......................................................................... 2 

1.3 Limitation of the Problem .............................................................................. 3 

1.4 Formulation of the Problem ............................................................................ 3 

1.5 Objective of the Problem ................................................................................ 3 

1.6 Benefit of the Research .................................................................................. 3 

1.7 Systematic Organization of the Research ........................................................ 4 

CHAPTER 2: THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK ............................................ 6 

2.1 The Definition of Language ........................................................................... 6 

2.2 Public Speaking ............................................................................................. 6 

2.3 Discourse ....................................................................................................... 7 

2.4 Ideology ......................................................................................................... 8 

2.5 Critical Discourse Analysis ............................................................................ 9 

2.6 Van Dijk Critical Discourse Analysis ........................................................... 11 

2.6.1 Macrostructure of the Text ........................................................................ 12 



University of Darma Persada | ix  

 

2.6.1.1 Thematic ................................................................................................ 12 

2.6.2 Microstructure of the Text ......................................................................... 13 

2.6.2.1 Semantics ............................................................................................... 13 

2.6.2.2 Syntax .................................................................................................... 14 

2.6.2.2.1 Sentence Form ..................................................................................... 14 

2.6.2.2.2 Cohesion ............................................................................................. 16 

2.6.2.3 Lexicon & Lexical .................................................................................. 16 

2.6.2.4 Rhetoric Style ......................................................................................... 17 

2.6.2.4.1 The Definition of Figure of Speech ...................................................... 17 

2.6.3 Superstructure of the Text ......................................................................... 19 

2.6.3.1 Schemata ................................................................................................ 19 

2.6.3.2 Sociocognitive ........................................................................................ 19 

2.7 The Definition of Public Policy .................................................................... 22 

2.8 Previous Related Studies .............................................................................. 22 

CHAPTER 3: RESEARCH METHOD ........................................................... 25 

3.1 Time and Location ....................................................................................... 25 

3.2 Research Approach and Method ................................................................... 26 

3.3 Research Object and Data ............................................................................ 27 

3.3.1 The Main Data .......................................................................................... 27 

3.3.2 The Supporting Data ................................................................................. 27 

3.4 Data Collection Technique ........................................................................... 27 

3.4.1 Coding the Data ........................................................................................ 28 

3.5 Data Analysis Technique .............................................................................. 30 

3.5.1 Data Classification .................................................................................... 30 

3.5.1.1 Microstructure ........................................................................................ 30 

3.5.1.2 Macrostructure  ...................................................................................... 31 



University of Darma Persada | x  

 

3.5.1.3 Superstructure  ....................................................................................... 32 

CHAPTER 4: A CRITICAL DISCOURSE ANALYSIS OF JOE BIDEN’S 

INAUGURATION SPEECH VIS-A-VIS THE POLICIES OF THE UNITED 

STATES OF AMERICA ................................................................................. 34 

4.1 The Main Issues that President Joe Biden Restores ....................................... 34 

4.1.1 Thematic of Macrostructure ...................................................................... 34 

4.1.2 Semantics of Microstructure ...................................................................... 45 

4.1.3 Syntax of Microstructure ........................................................................... 52 

4.1.4 Lexicon of Microstructure ......................................................................... 53 

4.2 The Leadership Style of President Joe Biden  ............................................... 57 

4.2.1 Sociocognitive of Superstructure  .............................................................. 57 

4.2.2 Lexicon of Microstructure  ........................................................................ 72 

4.2.3 Syntax of Microstructure  .......................................................................... 74 

4.2.4 Rhetoric Style of Microstructure ............................................................... 76 

4.3 The Difference of Language Style between Joe Biden and Barack Obama ... 77 

4.3.1 Rhetoric Style of Microstructure ............................................................... 77 

4.3.2 Sociocognitive of Superstructure ............................................................... 79 

4.3.3 The Type of Speech................................................................................... 80 

CHAPTER 5: CONCLUSION ........................................................................ 83 

REFERENCES ................................................................................................ 85 

APPENDIX 1 SCHEME OF THE RESEARCH ............................................ 91 

APPENDIX 2 POSTER OF THE RESEARCH ............................................. 92 

APPENDIX 3 PRESENTATION SLIDES...................................................... 93 

APPENDIX 4 TOEIC CERTIFICATE ........................................................ 100 

APPENDIX 5 CERTIFICATES .................................................................... 101 

APPENDIX 6 TERM-PAPER COUNSELLING FORM ............................. 103 



University of Darma Persada | xi  

 

APPENDIX 7 THE OFFICIAL BIOGRAPHY OF 

  PRESIDENT JOE BIDEN...................................................... 105 

APPENDIX 8 THE OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF PRESIDENT 

  JOE BIDE’S INAUGURATION SPEECH ............................ 108 

APPENDIX 9 SEMANTICS OF MICROSTRUCTURE OF 

  JOE BIDEN’S INAUGURATION SPEECH ......................... 123 

APPENDIX 10 SUPERSTRUCTURE OF JOE BIDEN’S 

  INAUGURATION SPEECH .................................................. 127 

APPENDIX 11 MACROSTRUCTURE OF JOE BIDEN’S 

  INAUGURATION SPEECH .................................................. 134 

APPENDIX 12 MICROSTRUCTURE OF JOE BIDEN’S 

  INAUGURATION SPEECH .................................................. 139 

APPENDIX 13 THE SECOND INAUGURATION SPEECH 

  OF THE FORMER PRESIDEN BARACK OBAMA ........... 150 

APPENDIX 14 CURRICULUM VITAE ...................................................... 156 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



University of Darma Persada | xii  

 

LIST OF TABLES 

 
Table 2.1 Microstructure Model of Van Dijk CDA ............................................ 13 

Table 2.2 Microstructure .................................................................................... 21 

Table 2.3 Macrostructure ................................................................................... 22 

Table 2.4 Superstructure .................................................................................... 22 

Table 3.1 Timeline of the Research .................................................................... 25 

Table 3.2 Example of Hositility Discourse Analysis of Joe Biden’s  

 Inauguration Speech ............................................................................... 29 

Table 3.3 Example of Data of Microstructure Classification ............................... 30 

Table 3.4 Example of Classifying the Category of Superstructure ...................... 32 

Table 4.1.1.1 Macrostructure of Van Dijk CDA ................................................. 34 

Table 4.1.1.2 Macrostructure of Van Dijk CDA ................................................. 35 

Table 4.1.1.3 Macrostructure of Van Dijk CDA ................................................. 36 

Table 4.1.1.4 Macrostructure of Van Dijk CDA ................................................. 37 

Table 4.1.1.5 Macrostructure of Van Dijk CDA ................................................. 38 

Table 4.1.1.6 Macrostructure of Van Dijk CDA ................................................. 39 

Table 4.1.1.7 Macrostructure of Van Dijk CDA ................................................. 40 

Table 4.1.1.8 Macrostructure of Van Dijk CDA ................................................. 41 

Table 4.1.1.9 Macrostructure of Van Dijk CDA ................................................. 42 

Table 4.1.1.10 Macrostructure of Van Dijk CDA ............................................... 42 

Table 4.1.1.11 Macrostructure of Van Dijk CDA ............................................... 43 

Table 4.1.1.12 Macrostructure of Van Dijk CDA ............................................... 44 

Table 4.1.1.13 Macrostructure of Van Dijk CDA ............................................... 45 

Table 4.1.2.1 Microstructure of Van Dijk CDA .................................................. 46 

Table 4.1.2.2 Microstructure of Van Dijk CDA .................................................. 46 



University of Darma Persada | xiii  

 

Table 4.1.2.3 Microstructure of Van Dijk CDA .................................................. 47 

Table 4.1.2.4 Microstructure of Van Dijk CDA .................................................. 48 

Table 4.1.2.5 Microstructure of Van Dijk CDA .................................................. 49 

Table 4.1.2.6 Microstructure of Van Dijk CDA .................................................. 51 

Table 4.1.3.1 Microstructure of Van Dijk CDA .................................................. 52 

Table 4.1.4.1 Discourse in the Scope of Region ................................................. 53 

Table 4.1.4.2 Hostility Discourse in Joe Biden’s Inauguration Speech................ 54 

Table 4.2.1.1 Superstructure of Van Dijk CDA .................................................. 57 

Table 4.2.1.2 Superstructure of Van Dijk CDA .................................................. 58 

Table 4.2.1.3 Superstructure of Van Dijk CDA .................................................. 59 

Table 4.2.1.4 Superstructure of Van Dijk CDA .................................................. 60 

Table 4.2.1.5 Superstructure of Van Dijk CDA .................................................. 61 

Table 4.2.1.6 Superstructure of Van Dijk CDA .................................................. 62 

Table 4.2.1.7 Superstructure of Van Dijk CDA .................................................. 63 

Table 4.2.1.8 Superstructure of Van Dijk CDA .................................................. 64 

Table 4.2.1.9 Superstructure of Van Dijk CDA .................................................. 64 

Table 4.2.1.10 Superstructure of Van Dijk CDA ................................................ 65 

Table 4.2.1.11 Superstructure of Van Dijk CDA ................................................ 66 

Table 4.2.1.12 Superstructure of Van Dijk CDA ................................................ 67 

Table 4.2.1.13 Superstructure of Van Dijk CDA ................................................ 68 

Table 4.2.1.14 Superstructure of Van Dijk CDA ................................................ 68 

Table 4.2.1.15 Superstructure of Van Dijk CDA ................................................ 69 

Table 4.2.1.16 Superstructure of Van Dijk CDA ................................................ 70 

Table 4.2.1.17 Superstructure of Van Dijk CDA ................................................ 71 

Table 4.2.3.1 Structures of Syntax Style ............................................................. 74 

Table 4.2.4 The Use of Figure of Speech............................................................ 74 



University of Darma Persada | xiv  

 

Table 4.3.1.1 Comparison in the Use of Figure of Speech .................................. 77 

Table 4.3.1.2 The First Difference ...................................................................... 79 

Table 4.3.2.1 The Use of Sociocognitive Approach ............................................ 79 

Table 4.3.2.2 The Second Difference ................................................................. 80 

Table 4.3.3.1 The Comparison of Type of Speech .............................................. 80 

Table 4.3.3.2 The Third Difference .................................................................... 81 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



University of Darma Persada | xv  

 

LIST OF FIGURES 

 

Figure 3.1 1 The Figure of the Outline of the Technique of Data Collection 

 and Analysis ........................................................................................... 33 

Figure 4.1.4.1 Policy Direction of The United States of America ....................... 54 

Figure 4.1.4.2 The Pyramid of American Goal under President Joe Biden .......... 56 

Figure 4.1.4.3 The Points of the Analyses  ......................................................... 56 

Figure 4.2.1 The Official Portrait of President Joe Biden.................................... 73 

Figure 4.2.3.1 The Schematic of President Joe Biden’s Inauguration Speech ...... 76 

Figure 4.3.3.1 The Official Portrait of the former President Barack Obama ........ 82 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


