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TERM-PAPER COUNSELLING FORM 

 

Nama Mahasiswa : Ade Prasetio 

Dosen Pembimbing : Fridolini, S.S., M.Hum. 

Judul Skripsi : Critical Discourse Analysis of Joe Biden’s Inauguration 

Speech vis-a-vis the Policies of the United States of 
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- Merevisi penulisan analisis  

 

4. Sabtu/ 

15 Januari 2022 
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Dr. Yoga Pratama, M.Pd. Dr. Yoga Pratama, M.Pd. 



  

Darma Persada University | 105 
 

APPENDIX 7 

THE OFFICIAL BIOGRAPHY OF PRESIDENT JOE BIDEN 

 

 President Biden represented Delaware for 36 years in the U.S. Senate before 

becoming the 47th Vice President of the United States. As President, Biden will 

restore America’s leadership and build our communities back better. Joseph 

Robinette Biden, Jr. was born in Scranton, Pennsylvania, the first of four children 

of Catherine Eugenia Finnegan Biden and Joseph Robinette Biden, Sr. In 1953, the 

Biden family moved to Claymont, Delaware. President Biden graduated from the 

University of Delaware and Syracuse Law School and served on the New Castle 

County Council.  

JOE BIDEN’S FAMILY        

 At age 29, President Biden became one of the youngest people ever elected 

to the United States Senate. Just weeks after his Senate election, tragedy struck the 

Biden family when his wife Neilia and daughter Naomi were killed, and sons 

Hunter and Beau were critically injured, in an auto accident.   

 Biden was sworn into the U.S. Senate at his sons’ hospital bedsides and 

began commuting from Wilmington to Washington every day, first by car, and then 

by train, in order to be with his family. He would continue to do so throughout his 

time in the Senate. Biden married Jill Jacobs in 1977, and in 1980, their family was 

complete with the birth of Ashley Blazer Biden. A lifelong educator, Jill earned her 

doctorate in education and returned to teaching as an English professor at a 

community college in Virginia. Beau Biden, Attorney General of Delaware and Joe 

Biden’s eldest son, passed away in 2015 after battling brain cancer with the same 

integrity, courage, and strength he demonstrated every day of his life. Beau’s fight 

with cancer inspires the mission of President Biden’s life — ending cancer as we 

know it. 

A young Beau, Ashley, and Hunter Biden 

A LEADER IN THE SENATE 
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 As a Senator from Delaware for 36 years, President Biden established 

himself as a leader in facing some of our nation’s most important domestic and 

international challenges. As Chairman or Ranking Member of the Senate Judiciary 

Committee for 16 years, Biden is widely recognized for his work writing and 

spearheading the Violence Against Women Act the landmark legislation that 

strengthens penalties for violence against women, creates unprecedented resources 

for survivors of assault, and changes the national dialogue on domestic and sexual 

assault.          

 As Chairman or Ranking Member of the Senate Foreign Relations 

Committee for 12 years, Biden played a pivotal role in shaping U.S. foreign policy. 

He was at the forefront of issues and legislation related to terrorism, weapons of 

mass destruction, post-Cold War Europe, the Middle East, Southwest Asia, and 

ending apartheid. “America is an idea. An idea that is stronger than any army, 

bigger than any ocean, more powerful than any dictator or tyrant. It gives hope to 

the most desperate people on earth, it guarantees that everyone is treated with 

dignity and gives hate no safe harbor. It instills in every person in this country the 

belief that no matter where you start in life, there’s nothing you can’t achieve if you 

work at it. That’s what we believe.” 

JOE BIDEN, APRIL 25, 2019 

THE 47TH VICE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES    

 As Vice President, Biden continued his leadership on important issues 

facing the nation and represented our country abroad. Vice President Biden 

convened sessions of the President’s Cabinet, led interagency efforts, and worked 

with Congress in his fight to raise the living standards of middle-class Americans, 

reduce gun violence, address violence against women, and end cancer as we know 

it. Biden helped President Obama pass and then oversaw the implementation of the 

Recovery Act — the biggest economic recovery plan in the history of the nation 

and our biggest and strongest commitment to clean energy. The President’s plan 

prevented another Great Depression, created and saved millions of jobs, and led to 

75 uninterrupted months of job growth by the end of the administration. And Biden 

did it all with less than 1% in waste, abuse, or fraud — the most efficient 
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government program in our country’s history.    

 President Obama and Vice President Biden also secured the passage of the 

Affordable Care Act, which reduced the number of uninsured Americans by 20 

million by the time they left office and banned insurance companies from denying 

coverage due to pre-existing conditions. He served as the point person for U.S. 

diplomacy throughout the Western Hemisphere, strengthened relationships with 

our allies both in Europe and the Asia-Pacific, and led the effort to bring 150,000 

troops home from Iraq.       

 In a ceremony at the White House, President Obama awarded Biden the 

Presidential Medal of Freedom with Distinction — the nation’s highest civilian 

honor. Barack Obama announces Biden as his vice-presidential running mate in 

Springfield, Illinois 

A NEW CHAPTER        

 After leaving the White House, the Bidens continued their efforts to expand 

opportunity for every American with the creation of the Biden Foundation, the 

Biden Cancer Initiative, the Penn Biden Center for Diplomacy and Global 

Engagement, and the Biden Institute at the University of Delaware.   

 On April 25, 2019, Biden announced his candidacy for President of the 

United States. Biden’s candidacy was built from the beginning around 3 pillars: the 

battle for the soul of our nation, the need to rebuild our middle class — the backbone 

of our country, and a call for unity, to act as One America. It was a message that 

would only gain more resonance in 2020 as we confront a pandemic, an economic 

crisis, urgent calls for racial justice, and the existential threat of climate change. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Darma Persada University | 108 
 

APPENDIX 8 

THE OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF PRESIDENT JOE BIDEN’S  

INAUGURATION SPEECH  

 

THE PRESIDENT: Chief Justice Roberts, Vice President Harris, Speaker Pelosi, 

Leader Schumer, Leader McConnell, Vice President Pence, distinguished guests, 

and my fellow Americans. 

This is America’s day. 

This is democracy’s day. 

A day of history and hope. 

Of renewal and resolve. 

Through a crucible for the ages America has been tested anew and America has 

risen to the challenge. 

Today, we celebrate the triumph not of a candidate, but of a cause, the cause of 

democracy. 

The will of the people has been heard and the will of the people has been heeded. 

We have learned again that democracy is precious. 

Democracy is fragile. 

And at this hour, my friends, democracy has prevailed. 

So now, on this hallowed ground where just days ago violence sought to shake this 

Capitol’s very foundation, we come together as one nation, under God, indivisible, 

to carry out the peaceful transfer of power as we have for more than two centuries. 
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We look ahead in our uniquely American way – restless, bold, optimistic – and set 

our sights on the nation we know we can be and we must be. 

I thank my predecessors of both parties for their presence here. 

I thank them from the bottom of my heart.  

You know the resilience of our Constitution and the strength of our nation. 

As does President Carter, who I spoke to last night but who cannot be with us today, 

but whom we salute for his lifetime of service. 

I have just taken the sacred oath each of these patriots took — an oath first sworn 

by George Washington. 

But the American story depends not on any one of us, not on some of us, but on all 

of us. 

On “We the People” who seek a more perfect Union. 

This is a great nation and we are a good people. 

Over the centuries through storm and strife, in peace and in war, we have come so 

far. But we still have far to go. 

We will press forward with speed and urgency, for we have much to do in this 

winter of peril and possibility. 

Much to repair. 

Much to restore. 

Much to heal. 
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Much to build. 

And much to gain. 

Few periods in our nation’s history have been more challenging or difficult than the 

one we’re in now. 

A once-in-a-century virus silently stalks the country. 

It’s taken as many lives in one year as America lost in all of World War II. 

Millions of jobs have been lost. 

Hundreds of thousands of businesses closed. 

A cry for racial justice some 400 years in the making moves us. The dream of justice 

for all will be deferred no longer. 

A cry for survival comes from the planet itself. A cry that can’t be any more 

desperate or any more clear. 

And now, a rise in political extremism, white supremacy, domestic terrorism that 

we must confront and we will defeat. (1CO) 

To overcome these challenges – to restore the soul and to secure the future of 

America – requires more than words. 

It requires that most elusive of things in a democracy: 

Unity. 

Unity. 
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In another January in Washington, on New Year’s Day 1863, Abraham Lincoln 

signed the Emancipation Proclamation. 

When he put pen to paper, the President said, “If my name ever goes down into 

history it will be for this act and my whole soul is in it.” 

My whole soul is in it. 

Today, on this January day, my whole soul is in this: 

Bringing America together. 

Uniting our people. 

And uniting our nation. 

I ask every American to join me in this cause. 

Uniting to fight the common foes we face: 

Anger, resentment, hatred. 

Extremism, lawlessness, violence. 

Disease, joblessness, hopelessness. 

With unity we can do great things. Important things. 

We can right wrongs. 

We can put people to work in good jobs. 

We can teach our children in safe schools. 
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We can overcome this deadly virus. 

We can reward work, rebuild the middle class, and make health care 

secure for all. 

We can deliver racial justice. 

We can make America, once again, the leading force for good in the world. 

I know speaking of unity can sound to some like a foolish fantasy. 

I know the forces that divide us are deep and they are real. 

But I also know they are not new. 

Our history has been a constant struggle between the American ideal that we are all 

created equal and the harsh, ugly reality that racism, nativism, fear, and 

demonization have long torn us apart. 

The battle is perennial. 

Victory is never assured. 

Through the Civil War, the Great Depression, World War, 9/11, through struggle, 

sacrifice, and setbacks, our “better angels” have always prevailed. 

In each of these moments, enough of us came together to carry all of us forward. 

And, we can do so now. 

History, faith, and reason show the way, the way of unity. 

We can see each other not as adversaries but as neighbors. 
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We can treat each other with dignity and respect. 

We can join forces, stop the shouting, and lower the temperature. 

For without unity, there is no peace, only bitterness and fury. 

No progress, only exhausting outrage. 

No nation, only a state of chaos. 

This is our historic moment of crisis and challenge, and unity is the path forward. 

And, we must meet this moment as the United States of America. 

If we do that, I guarantee you, we will not fail. 

We have never, ever, ever failed in America when we have acted together. 

And so today, at this time and in this place, let us start afresh. 

All of us. 

Let us listen to one another. 

Hear one another. 

See one another. 

Show respect to one another. 

Politics need not be a raging fire destroying everything in its path. 

Every disagreement doesn’t have to be a cause for total war. 
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And, we must reject a culture in which facts themselves are manipulated and even 

manufactured. 

My fellow Americans, we have to be different than this. 

America has to be better than this. 

And, I believe America is better than this. 

Just look around. 

Here we stand, in the shadow of a Capitol dome that was completed amid the Civil 

War, when the Union itself hung in the balance. 

Yet we endured and we prevailed. 

Here we stand looking out to the great Mall where Dr. King spoke of his dream. 

Here we stand, where 108 years ago at another inaugural, thousands of protestors 

tried to block brave women from marching for the right to vote. 

Today, we mark the swearing-in of the first woman in American history elected to 

national office – Vice President Kamala Harris. 

Don’t tell me things can’t change. 

Here we stand across the Potomac from Arlington National Cemetery, where heroes 

who gave the last full measure of devotion rest in eternal peace. 

And here we stand, just days after a riotous mob thought they could use violence to 

silence the will of the people, to stop the work of our democracy, and to drive us 

from this sacred ground. 
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That did not happen. 

It will never happen. 

Not today. 

Not tomorrow. 

Not ever. 

To all those who supported our campaign I am humbled by the faith you have placed 

in us. 

To all those who did not support us, let me say this: Hear me out as we move 

forward. Take a measure of me and my heart. 

And if you still disagree, so be it. 

That’s democracy. That’s America. The right to dissent peaceably, within the 

guardrails of our Republic, is perhaps our nation’s greatest strength. 

Yet hear me clearly: Disagreement must not lead to disunion. 

And I pledge this to you: I will be a President for all Americans. 

I will fight as hard for those who did not support me as for those who did. 

Many centuries ago, Saint Augustine, a saint of my church, wrote that a people was 

a multitude defined by the common objects of their love. 

What are the common objects we love that define us as Americans? 

I think I know. 
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Opportunity. 

Security. 

Liberty. 

Dignity. 

Respect. 

Honor. 

And, yes, the truth. 

Recent weeks and months have taught us a painful lesson. 

There is truth and there are lies. 

Lies told for power and for profit. 

And each of us has a duty and responsibility, as citizens, as Americans, and 

especially as leaders – leaders who have pledged to honor our Constitution and 

protect our nation — to defend the truth and to defeat the lies. 

I understand that many Americans view the future with some fear and trepidation. 

I understand they worry about their jobs, about taking care of their families, about 

what comes next. 

I get it. 

But the answer is not to turn inward, to retreat into competing factions, distrusting 

those who don’t look like you do, or worship the way you do, or don’t get their 

news from the same sources you do. 
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We must end this uncivil war that pits red against blue, rural versus urban, 

conservative versus liberal. 

We can do this if we open our souls instead of hardening our hearts. 

If we show a little tolerance and humility. 

If we’re willing to stand in the other person’s shoes just for a moment. 

Because here is the thing about life: There is no accounting for what fate will deal 

you. 

There are some days when we need a hand. 

There are other days when we’re called on to lend one. 

That is how we must be with one another. 

And, if we are this way, our country will be stronger, more prosperous, more ready 

for the future. 

My fellow Americans, in the work ahead of us, we will need each other. 

We will need all our strength to persevere through this dark winter. 

We are entering what may well be the toughest and deadliest period of the virus. 

We must set aside the politics and finally face this pandemic as one nation. 

I promise you this: as the Bible says weeping may endure for a night but joy cometh 

in the morning. 

We will get through this, together 

The world is watching today. 
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So here is my message to those beyond our borders: America has been tested and 

we have come out stronger for it. 

We will repair our alliances and engage with the world once again. 

Not to meet yesterday’s challenges, but today’s and tomorrow’s. 

We will lead not merely by the example of our power but by the power of our 

example. 

We will be a strong and trusted partner for peace, progress, and security. 

We have been through so much in this nation. 

And, in my first act as President, I would like to ask you to join me in a moment of 

silent prayer to remember all those we lost this past year to the pandemic. 

To those 400,000 fellow Americans – mothers and fathers, husbands and wives, 

sons and daughters, friends, neighbors, and co-workers. 

We will honor them by becoming the people and nation we know we can and should 

be. 

Let us say a silent prayer for those who lost their lives, for those they left behind, 

and for our country. 

Amen. 

This is a time of testing. 

We face an attack on democracy and on truth. 

A raging virus. 
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Growing inequity. 

The sting of systemic racism. 

A climate in crisis. 

America’s role in the world. 

Any one of these would be enough to challenge us in profound ways. 

But the fact is we face them all at once, presenting this nation with the gravest of 

responsibilities. 

Now we must step up. 

All of us. 

It is a time for boldness, for there is so much to do. 

And, this is certain. 

We will be judged, you and I, for how we resolve the cascading crises of our era. 

Will we rise to the occasion? 

Will we master this rare and difficult hour? 

Will we meet our obligations and pass along a new and better world for our 

children? 

I believe we must and I believe we will. 

And when we do, we will write the next chapter in the American story. 
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It’s a story that might sound something like a song that means a lot to me. 

It’s called “American Anthem” and there is one verse stands out for me: 

“The work and prayers 

of centuries have brought us to this day 

What shall be our legacy? 

What will our children say?… 

Let me know in my heart 

When my days are through 

America 

America 

I gave my best to you.” 

Let us add our own work and prayers to the unfolding story of our nation. 

If we do this then when our days are through our children and our children’s 

children will say of us they gave their best. 

They did their duty. 

They healed a broken land. 

My fellow Americans, I close today where I began, with a sacred oath. 

Before God and all of you I give you my word. 

I will always level with you. 

I will defend the Constitution. 

I will defend our democracy. 

I will defend America. 
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I will give my all in your service thinking not of power, but of possibilities. 

Not of personal interest, but of the public good. 

And together, we shall write an American story of hope, not fear. 

Of unity, not division. 

Of light, not darkness. 

An American story of decency and dignity. 

Of love and of healing. 

Of greatness and of goodness. 

May this be the story that guides us. 

The story that inspires us. 

The story that tells ages yet to come that we answered the call of history. 

We met the moment. 

That democracy and hope, truth and justice, did not die on our watch but thrived. 

That our America secured liberty at home and stood once again as a beacon to the 

world. 

That is what we owe our forebearers, one another, and generations to follow. 

So, with purpose and resolve we turn to the tasks of our time. 

Sustained by faith. 



  

Darma Persada University | 122 
 

Driven by conviction. 

And, devoted to one another and to this country we love with all our hearts. 

May God bless America and may God protect our troops. 

Thank you, America. 

END 

12:13 pm EST 
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APPENDIX 9 

SEMANTICS OF MICROSTRUCTURE OF JOE BIDEN’S 

INAUGURATION SPEECH 
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Today, we celebrate the triumph 

not of a candidate, but of a cause, 

the cause of democracy. The will 

of the people has been heard and 

the will of the people has been 

heeded. We have learned again 

that democracy is precious. 

Democracy is fragile. And at this 

hour, my friends, democracy has 

prevailed. 
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In another January in 
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1863, Abraham Lincoln signed 
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President said, “If my name ever 
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it.” My whole soul is in it. Today, 

on this January day, my whole 

soul is in this:                        Bringing 

America together. Uniting our 

people. And uniting our nation. 
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Coherency 

Few periods in our nation’s 

history have been more 

challenging or difficult than the 

one we’re in now. A once-in-a-

century virus silently stalks the 

country. It’s taken as many lives in 

one year as America lost in all of 

World War II. Millions of jobs 

have been lost. Hundreds of 

thousands of businesses closed. A 

cry for racial justice some 400 

years in the making moves us. The 

dream of justice for all will be 

deferred no longer.A cry for 

survival comes from the planet 

itself. A cry that can’t be any more 

desperate or any more clear. And 

now, a rise in political 

extremism, white supremacy, 

domestic terrorism that we must 

confront and we will defeat. 

(1CHR) 
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ideal that we are all created 

equal and the harsh, ugly reality 

that racism, nativism, fear, and 

demonization have long torn us 

apart. The battle is perennial. 

Victory is never assured. (1PRE) 
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manipulated and even 

manufactured. 

My fellow Americans, we have to 

be different than this. (2PRE) 
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Here we stand across the Potomac 

from Arlington National 

Cemetery, where heroes who gave 

the last full measure of devotion 

rest in eternal peace. 

And here we stand, just days after 

a riotous mob thought they could 

use violence to silence the will of 

the people, to stop the work of our 

democracy, and to drive us from 

this sacred ground.  
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That did not happen. It will 

never happen. Not today. Not 

tomorrow. Not ever. (3PRE) 
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I understand that many 

Americans view the future with 

some fear and trepidation. I 

understand they worry about their 

jobs, about taking care of their 

families, about what comes next. 

I get it. (4PRE) 
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APPENDIX 10 

SUPERSTRUCTURE OF JOE BIDEN’S INAUGURATION SPEECH 
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guests, and my fellow 
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Today, on this January day, my 

whole soul is in this: 

 Bringing America together. 



  

Darma Persada University | 128 
 

Uniting our people. 

And uniting our nation. 

(4EMN) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Superstructure 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Socio 

Cognitive  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emotional 

Attachment 

To all those who supported our 

campaign I am humbled by the 

faith you have placed in us. 

To all those who did not 

support us, let me say this: 

Hear me out as we move 

forward. Take a measure of me 

and my heart. And if you still 

disagree, so be it. 

That’s democracy. That’s 

America. The right to dissent 

peaceably, within the 

guardrails of our Republic, is 

perhaps our nation’s greatest 

strength. 

Yet hear me clearly: 

Disagreement must not lead to 

disunion. 

And I pledge this to you: I will 

be a President for all 

Americans. (5EMN) 
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Superstructure 

 

Socio 

Cognitive  

 

Emotional 

Attachment  

I will fight as hard for those 

who did not support me as for 

those who did. (6EMN) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Superstructure 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Socio 

Cognitive  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emotional 

Attachment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

To those 400,000 fellow 

Americans – mothers and 

fathers, husbands and wives, 

sons and daughters, friends, 

neighbors, and co-workers. We 

will honor them by becoming 

the people and nation we know 

we can and should be. Let us 

say a silent prayer for those 

who lost their lives, for those 

they left behind, and for our 

country. Amen. (7EMN) 

 

 

Superstructure 

 

 

Socio 

Cognitive  

 

 

Mind Control 

Over the centuries through 

storm and strife, in peace and in 

war, we have come so far. But 

we still have far to go. (1MCL) 

 

 

Superstructure 

 

 

Socio 

Cognitive 

 

 

Mind Control 

Through the Civil War, the 

Great Depression, World War, 

9/11, through struggle, 

sacrifice, and setbacks, our 

“better angels” have always 

prevailed. (2MCL) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many centuries ago, Saint 

Augustine, a saint of my 

church, wrote that a people was 
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Superstructure  

 

 

 

 

Socio 

Cognitive  

 

 

 

 

Mind Control 

a multitude defined by the 

common objects of their love. 

What are the common objects 

we love that define us as 

Americans? 

I think I know. Opportunity. 

Security. Liberty. Dignity. 

Respect. Honor. And, yes, the 

truth. (3MCL) 

 

 

 

 

 

Superstructure 

 

 

 

 

 

Socio 

Cognitive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mitigating 

Evidence 

This is our historic moment of 

crisis and challenge, and unity is 

the path forward. 

And, we must meet this moment 

as the United States of America. 

If we do that, I guarantee you, 

we will not fail. (1MTE) 

 

 

 

 

 

Superstructure 

 

 

 

 

 

Socio 

Cognitive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Positive self-

representation 

So now, on this hallowed 

ground where just days ago 

violence sought to shake this 

Capitol’s very foundation, we 

come together as one nation, 

under God, indivisible, to carry 

out the peaceful transfer of 

power as we have for more than 

two centuries. (1PSR) 



  

Darma Persada University | 131 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Superstructure 

 

 

 

 

 

Socio 

Cognitive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Positive self-

representation 

Here we stand, where 108 years 

ago at another inaugural, 

thousands of protestors tried to 

block brave women from 

marching for the right to vote.  

Today, we mark the swearing-

in of the first woman in 

American history elected to 

national office – Vice President 

Kamala Harris. (2PSR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Superstructure 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Socio 

Cognitive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Negative self-

representation 

And here we stand, just days 

after a riotous mob thought 

they could use violence to 

silence the will of the people, to 

stop the work of our 

democracy, and to drive us 

from this sacred ground. 

(1NSR) 

 

 

 

 

Superstructure 

 

 

 

 

Socio 

Cognitive 

 

 

 

 

Persuasion 

We will press forward with 

speed and urgency, for we have 

much to do in this winter of 

peril and possibility. Much to 

repair. Much to restore. Much 

to heal. Much to build. And 

much to gain. (1PER) 
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Superstructure 

 

 

 

 

Socio 

Cognitive   

 

 

 

 

Persuasion 

Politics need not be a raging 

fire destroying everything in its 

path. 

Every disagreement doesn’t 

have to be a cause for total war. 

(2PER) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Superstructure 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Socio 

Cognitive  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Persuasion 

We met the moment. 

That democracy and hope, 

truth and justice, did not die on 

our watch but thrived. 

That our America secured 

liberty at home and stood once 

again as a beacon to the world. 

That is what we owe our 

forebearers, one another, and 

generations to follow. 

So, with purpose and resolve we 

turn to the tasks of our time. 

Sustained by faith. 

Driven by conviction. 
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And, devoted to one another 

and to this country we love with 

all our hearts. (3PER) 
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APPENDIX 11 

MACROSTRUCTURE OF JOE BIDEN’S INAUGURATION SPEECH  

 

Van Dijk 

CDA 

Elements 

Structure  Utterance Sub Topic 

 

Thematic  Topic  

This is America’s day. 

This is democracy’s day. 

A day of history and hope. 

Of renewal and resolve. 

Through a crucible for the ages 

America has been tested anew and 

America has risen to the 

challenge. 

Today, we celebrate the triumph 

not of a candidate, but of a cause, 

the cause of democracy. 

Momentum 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thematic  Topic  

Over the centuries through storm 

and strife, in peace and in war, we 

have come so far. But we still 

have far to go. 

We will press forward with speed 

and urgency, for we have much to 

do in this winter of peril and  

possibility. 

Much to repair. 

Much to restore. 

Much to heal. 

Much to build. 

And much to gain. 

Challenges  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thematic  Topic  

Few periods in our nation’s 

history have been more 

challenging or difficult than the 

one we’re in now. 

A once-in-a-century virus silently 

stalks the country. 

It’s taken as many lives in one 

year as America lost in all of 

World War II. 

Millions of jobs have been lost. 

Hundreds of thousands of 

businesses closed. 

A cry for racial justice some 400 

years in the making moves us. 

Problems  
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The dream of justice for all will 

be deferred no longer. 

A cry for survival comes from the 

planet itself. A cry that can’t be 

any more desperate or any more 

clear. 

And now, a rise in political 

extremism, white supremacy, 

domestic terrorism that we must 

confront and we will defeat. 

To overcome these challenges – to 

restore the soul and to secure the 

future of America – requires more 

than words. 

 

 

Thematic  Topic  

I ask every American to join me 

in this cause. 

Uniting to fight the common foes 

we face: 

Anger, resentment, hatred. 

Extremism, lawlessness, violence. 

Disease, joblessness, 

hopelessness. 

With unity we can do great things. 

Important things. 

We can right wrongs. 

We can put people to work in 

good jobs. 

We can teach our children in safe 

schools. 

We can overcome this deadly 

virus. 

We can reward work, rebuild the 

middle class, and make health 

care 

secure for all. 

We can deliver racial justice. 

We can make America, once 

again, the leading force for good 

in the world. 

Vision 

Thematic  Topic  

This is our historic moment of 

crisis and challenge, and unity is 

the path forward. 

And, we must meet this moment 

as the United States of America. 

If we do that, I guarantee you, we 

will not fail. 

We have never, ever, ever failed 

Momentum 
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in America when we have acted 

together. 

And so today, at this time and in 

this place, let us start afresh. 

All of us. 

Thematic  Topic  

Here we stand, where 108 years 

ago at another inaugural, 

thousands of protestors tried to 

block brave women from 

marching for the right to vote. 

Today, we mark the swearing-in 

of the first woman in American 

history elected to national office – 

Vice President Kamala Harris. 

Don’t tell me things can’t change. 

Here we stand across the Potomac 

from Arlington National 

Cemetery, where heroes who gave 

the last full measure of devotion 

rest in eternal peace. 

And here we stand, just days after 

a riotous mob thought they could 

use violence to silence the will of 

the people, to stop the work of our 

democracy, and to drive us from 

this sacred ground. 

That did not happen. 

It will never happen. 

Not today. 

Not tomorrow. 

Not ever. 

Commitment 

Thematic  Topic  

What are the common objects we 

love that define us as Americans? 

I think I know. 

Opportunity. 

Security. 

Liberty. 

Dignity. 

Respect. 

Honor. 

And, yes, the truth 

American 

Goal 

Thematic  Topic  Sinergy 
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We must end this uncivil war that 

pits red against blue, rural versus 

urban, conservative versus liberal. 

We can do this if we open our 

souls instead of hardening our 

hearts. 

If we show a little tolerance and 

humility. 

If we’re willing to stand in the 

other person’s shoes just for a 

moment. 

Because here is the thing about 

life: There is no accounting for 

what fate will deal you. 

There are some days when we 

need a hand. 

There are other days when we’re 

called on to lend one. 

That is how we must be with one 

another. 

And, if we are this way, our 

country will be stronger, more 

prosperous, more ready for the 

future. 

Thematic  Topic  

This is a time of testing. 

We face an attack on democracy 

and on truth. 

A raging virus. 

Growing inequity. 

The sting of systemic racism. 

A climate in crisis. 

America’s role in the world. 

Any one of these would be 

enough to challenge us in 

profound ways. 

Momentum 

Thematic  Topic  

Now we must step up. 

All of us. 

It is a time for boldness, for there 

is so much to do. 

And, this is certain. 

We will be judged, you and I, for 

how we resolve the cascading 

crises of our era. 

Will we rise to the occasion? 

Will we master this rare and 

difficult hour? 

Momentum 
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Will we meet our obligations and 

pass along a new and better world 

for our children? 

I believe we must and I believe 

we will. 

Thematic  Topic  

Let us add our own work and 

prayers to the unfolding story of 

our nation. 

If we do this then when our days 

are through our children and our 

children’s children will say of us 

they gave their best. 

They did their duty. 

They healed a broken land. 

Sinergy 

Thematic  Topic  

Before God and all of you I give 

you my word. 

I will always level with you. 

I will defend the Constitution. 

I will defend our democracy. 

I will defend America. 

I will give my all in your service 

thinking not of power, but of 

possibilities. 

Not of personal interest, but of the 

public good. 

And together, we shall write an 

American story of hope, not fear. 

Commitment 

Thematic  Topic  

We met the moment. 

That democracy and hope, truth 

and justice, did not die on our 

watch but thrived. 

That our America secured liberty 

at home and stood once again as a 

beacon to the world. 

That is what we owe our 

forebearers, one another, and 

generations to follow. 

Momentum 
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APPENDIX 12 

MICROSTRUCTURE OF JOE BIDEN’S INAUGURATION SPEECH 

 

Van Dijk 

CDA 

Elements 

Structure  Utterance 

Syntaxes Cohesion 

A once-in-a-century virus silently stalks 

the country. 

It’s taken as many lives in one year as 

America lost in all of World War II. 

Millions of jobs have been lost. 

Hundreds of thousands of businesses 

closed. 

A cry for racial justice some 400 years in 

the making moves us. The dream of justice 

for all will be deferred no longer. 

A cry for survival comes from the planet 

itself. A cry that can’t be any more 

desperate or any more clear. 

And now, a rise in political extremism, 

white supremacy, domestic terrorism that 

we must confront and we will defeat. 

(1CO) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Syntaxes Pronoun 

Today, we celebrate the triumph not of a 

candidate, but of a cause, the cause of 

democracy.(1PO)                The will of the 

people has been heard and the will of the 

people has been heeded. 

 

 

 

 

 

Syntaxes Pronoun 

We have learned again that democracy is 

precious.(2PO) 

Democracy is fragile. 

 

 

 

Syntaxes Pronoun 
And at this hour, my friends, democracy 

has prevailed.(3PO) 

 

 

 

 

 

Syntaxes 

 

 

 

Pronoun 

So now, on this hallowed ground where 

just days ago violence sought to shake this 

Capitol’s very foundation, we come 

together as one nation, under God, 

indivisible, to carry out the peaceful 

transfer of power as we have for more than 

two centuries. (4PO) 
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Syntaxes Pronoun We look ahead in our uniquely American 

way – restless, bold, optimistic – and set 

our sights on the nation we know we can 

be and we must be.(5PO) 

 

 

Syntaxes Pronoun 

I thank my predecessors of both parties for 

their presence here. 

I thank them from the bottom of my 

heart.(6PO)        

 

 

 

Syntaxes Pronoun 

As does President Carter, who I spoke to 

last night but who cannot be with us today, 

but whom we salute for his lifetime of 

service.(7PO) 

 

 

 

Syntaxes Pronoun 

On “We the People” who seek a more 

perfect Union. 

This is a great nation and we are a good 

people.(8PO) 

 

 

 

Syntaxes Pronoun 

Over the centuries through storm and 

strife, in peace and in war, we have come 

so far. But we still have far to go. 

We will press forward with speed and 

urgency, for we have much to do in this 

winter of peril and possibility.(9PO) 

 

 

 

 

 

Syntaxes Pronoun 

And now, a rise in political extremism, 

white supremacy, domestic terrorism that 

we must confront and we will 

defeat.(10PO) 

 

 

 

Syntaxes Pronoun 
Bringing America together. 

Uniting our people.(11PO) 

 

 

Syntaxes Pronoun 

And uniting our nation. 

I ask every American to join me in this 

cause. 

Uniting to fight the common foes we face: 

(12PO) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Syntaxes 

 

 

 

 

Pronoun 

With unity we can do great things. 

Important things. 

We can right wrongs. 

We can put people to work in good jobs. 

We can teach our children in safe schools. 

We can overcome this deadly virus. 

We can reward work, rebuild the middle 

class, and make health care 

secure for all. 

We can deliver racial justice.  
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We can make America, once again, the 

leading force for good in the world. 

(13PO) 

 

 

Syntaxes Pronoun 

I know speaking of unity can sound to 

some like a foolish fantasy. 

I know the forces that divide us are deep 

and they are real. 

But I also know they are not new. (14PO) 

 

 

 

 

 

Syntaxes Pronoun 

Our history has been a constant struggle 

between the American ideal that we are all 

created equal and the harsh, ugly reality 

that racism, nativism, fear, and 

demonization have long torn us 

apart.(15PO) 

 

 

 

 

Syntaxes Pronoun 

Through the Civil War, the Great 

Depression, World War, 9/11, through 

struggle, sacrifice, and setbacks, our 

“better angels” have always prevailed. 

In each of these moments, enough of us 

came together to carry all of us forward. 

And, we can do so now.(16PO) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Syntaxes Pronoun 

We can see each other not as adversaries 

but as neighbors. 

We can treat each other with dignity and 

respect. 

We can join forces, stop the shouting, and 

lower the temperature.(17PO) 

 

 

 

 

 

Syntaxes Pronoun 

This is our historic moment of crisis and 

challenge, and unity is the path forward. 

And, we must meet this moment as the 

United States of America. 

If we do that, I guarantee you, we will not 

fail.(18PO) 

 

 

 

 

 

Syntaxes Pronoun 
My fellow Americans, we have to be 

different than this.(19PO) 

 

 

 

Syntaxes 

 

Pronoun 

America has to be better than this. 

And, I believe America is better than 

this.(20PO) 

 

 

Syntaxes Pronoun  
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To all those who supported our campaign, 

I am humbled by the faith you have placed 

in us.(21PO)  

Syntaxes Pronoun 

We will be judged, you and I, for how we 

resolve the cascading crises of our era. 

Will we rise to the occasion? 

Will we master this rare and difficult hour? 

Will we meet our obligations and pass 

along a new and better world for our 

children? (22PO) 

 

 

 

 

 

Syntaxes Pronoun 

Let us add our own work and prayers to 

the unfolding story of our nation. 

If we do this then when our days are 

through our children and our children’s 

children will say of us they gave their 

best. 

They did their duty. 

They healed a broken land. (23PO) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Syntaxes Pronoun 

Before God and all of you I give you my 

word. 

I will always level with you. 

I will defend the Constitution. 

I will defend our democracy. I will defend 

America. 

I will give my all in your service thinking 

not of power, but of possibilities. 

Not of personal interest, but of the public 

good. (24PO) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Syntaxes Persuasion 

We have learned again that democracy is 

precious. 

Democracy is fragile. 

And at this hour, my friends, democracy 

has prevailed. 

So now, on this hallowed ground where 

just days ago violence sought to shake this 

Capitol’s very foundation, we come 

together as one nation, under God, 

indivisible, to carry out the peaceful 

transfer of power as we have for more than 

two centuries. (1PR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Syntaxes Persuasion 

But the American story depends not on any 

one of us, not on some of us, but on all of 

us. (2PR) 

 

 

Syntaxes Persuasion 
And now, a rise in political extremism, 

white supremacy, domestic terrorism that 

 

 



  

Darma Persada University | 143 
 

we must confront and we will defeat. 

To overcome these challenges – to restore 

the soul and to secure the future of 

America – requires more than words. 

It requires that most elusive of things in a 

democracy: 

Unity. 

Unity. (3RP) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Syntaxes Persuasion 

I ask every American to join me in this 

cause. 

Uniting to fight the common foes we face: 

Anger, resentment, hatred. 

Extremism, lawlessness, violence. 

Disease, joblessness, hopelessness. (4PR) 

 

 

 

 

 

Syntaxes Persuasion 

With unity we can do great things. 

Important things. (5PR) 

We can right wrongs. 

We can put people to work in good jobs. 

We can teach our children in safe schools. 

We can overcome this deadly virus. 

We can reward work, rebuild the middle 

class, and make health care 

secure for all. 

We can deliver racial justice. 

We can make America, once again, the 

leading force for good in the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Syntaxes Persuasion 

In each of these moments, enough of us 

came together to carry all of us forward. 

And, we can do so now. (6PR) 

 

 

 

Syntaxes Persuasion 

History, faith, and reason show the way, 

the way of unity. (7PR) 

We can see each other not as adversaries 

but as neighbors. 

We can treat each other with dignity and 

respect. 

We can join forces, stop the shouting, and 

lower the temperature. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Syntaxes Persuasion 
For without unity, there is no peace, only 

bitterness and fury. (8PR) 
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No progress, only exhausting outrage. 

No nation, only a state of chaos.  

 

Syntaxes Persuasion 

This is our historic moment of crisis and 

challenge, and unity is the path forward. 

And, we must meet this moment as the 

United States of America. (9PR) 

 

 

 

 

Syntaxes Persuasion 

We have never, ever, ever failed in 

America when we have acted together. 

And so today, at this time and in this place, 

let us start afresh. (10 PR) 

 

 

 

 

Syntaxes Persuasion 

All of us. 

Let us listen to one another. (11PR) 

Hear one another. 

See one another. 

Show respect to one another. 

 

 

 

 

 

Syntaxes Persuasion 
Politics need not be a raging fire 

destroying everything in its path. (12PR) 

 

 

Syntaxes Persuasion 
Every disagreement doesn’t have to be a 

cause for total war. (13PR) 

 

 

Syntaxes Persuasion 

And, we must reject a culture in which 

facts themselves are manipulated and even 

manufactured. (14PR) 

 

 

Syntaxes Persuasion 

My fellow Americans, we have to be 

different than this. 

America has to be better than this. 

And, I believe America is better than this. 

(15PR) 

 

 

 

Syntaxes Persuasion 

To all those who supported our campaign I 

am humbled by the faith you have placed 

in us. 

To all those who did not support us, let me 

say this: Hear me out as we move forward. 

Take a measure of me and my heart. 

And if you still disagree, so be it. 

That’s democracy. That’s America. The 

right to dissent peaceably, within the 

guardrails of our Republic, is perhaps our 

nation’s greatest strength. 
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Yet hear me clearly: Disagreement must 

not lead to disunion. (16PR)  

Syntaxes Persuasion 

There are some days when we need a hand. 

There are other days when we’re called on 

to lend one. 

That is how we must be with one another. 

And, if we are this way, our country will 

be stronger, more prosperous, more ready 

for the future. (17PR) 

 

 

 

 

 

Syntaxes Persuasion 

We are entering what may well be the 

toughest and deadliest period of the virus. 

We must set aside the politics and finally 

face this pandemic as one nation. (18PR) 

 

 

 

 

Syntaxes Persuasion 

Now we must step up. 

All of us. 

It is a time for boldness, for there is so 

much to do. 

And, this is certain. (19PR) 

 

 

 

 

Syntaxes Persuasion 

Let us add our own work and prayers to 

the unfolding story of our nation. 

If we do this then when our days are 

through our children and our children’s 

children will say of us they gave their best. 

They did their duty. 

They healed a broken land. (20PR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Syntaxes 
Impression 

Management 

In another January in Washington, on New 

Year’s Day 1863, Abraham Lincoln signed 

the Emancipation Proclamation. 

When he put pen to paper, the President 

said, “If my name ever goes down into 

history it will be for this act and my whole 

soul is in it.” 

My whole soul is in it. 

Today, on this January day, my whole soul 

is in this(1IM):Bringing America 

together.Uniting our people. 

And uniting our nation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Impression 

Management 

Here we stand, where 108 years ago at 

another inaugural, thousands of protestors 

tried to block brave women from marching 

for the right to vote. 
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Syntaxes Today, we mark the swearing-in of the first 

woman in American history elected to 

national office – Vice President Kamala 

Harris. (2IM) 

 

 

Syntaxes 
Impression 

Management 

To all those who supported our campaign I 

am humbled by the faith you have placed 

in us. 

To all those who did not support us, let me 

say this: Hear me out as we move forward. 

Take a measure of me and my heart. 

And if you still disagree, so be it. 

That’s democracy. That’s America. The 

right to dissent peaceably, within the 

guardrails of our Republic, is perhaps our 

nation’s greatest strength (3IM). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rhetoric Style Anti Climax 

To those 400,000 fellow Americans – 

mothers and fathers, husbands and wives, 

sons and daughters, friends, neighbors, and 

co-workers. (1AC) 

 

 

 

Rhetoric Style Alliteration 

You know the resilience of our 

Constitution and the strength of our nation. 

(1AL) 

 

 

Rhetoric Style Alliteration 

Over the centuries through storm and 

strife, in peace and in war, we have come 

so far. But we still have far to go. (2AL) 

 

 

 

Rhetoric Style Alliteration 

We will press forward with speed and 

urgency, for we have much to do in this 

winter of peril and possibility. (3AL) 

 

 

 

Rhetoric Style Alliteration 
A once-in-a-century virus silently stalks 

the country. (4AL) 

 

 

Rhetoric Style Alliteration 
For without unity, there is no peace, only 

bitterness and fury. [5AL] 

 

 

Rhetoric Style Alliteration 

Opportunity. 

Security. 

Liberty. 

Dignity. [6AL] 

 

 

 

 

Rhetoric Style Repetition 
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This is America’s day. 

This is democracy’s day. 

A day of history and hope. (1RE)  

Rhetoric Style Repetition 

Today, we celebrate the triumph not of a 

candidate, but of a cause, the cause of 

democracy. (2RE) 

 

 

Rhetoric Style Repetition 

The will of the people has been heard and 

the will of the people has been heeded. 

(3RE) 

 

 

Rhetoric Style Repetition 

Much to repair. 

Much to restore. 

Much to heal. 

Much to build. 

And much to gain. (4RE) 

 

 

 

 

Rhetoric Style Repetition 

It requires that most elusive of things in a 

democracy: 

Unity. 

Unity. (5RE) 

 

 

 

Rhetoric Style Repetition 
Uniting our people. 

And uniting our nation. (6RE) 

 

 

Rhetoric Style Repetition 

We can right wrongs. 

We can put people to work in good jobs. 

We can teach our children in safe schools. 

We can overcome this deadly virus. 

We can reward work, rebuild the middle 

class, and make health care 

secure for all. 

We can deliver racial justice. 

We can make America, once again, the 

leading force for good in the world. (7RE) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rhetoric Style Repetition 

We can see each other not as adversaries 

but as neighbors. 

We can treat each other with dignity and 

respect. 

We can join forces, stop the shouting, and 

lower the temperature. (8RE) 

 

 

 

 

Rhetoric Style Repetition 

Here we stand across the Potomac from 

Arlington National Cemetery, where 

heroes who gave the last full measure of 

devotion rest in eternal peace. 

And here we stand, just days after a riotous 
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mob thought they could use violence to 

silence the will of the people, to stop the 

work of our democracy, and to drive us 

from this sacred ground.(9RE) 

 

 

Rhetoric Style Repetition 
That did not happen. 

It will never happen. (10RE) 

 

 

Rhetoric Style Repetition 

Not today. 

Not tomorrow. 

Not ever. (11RE) 

 

 

 

Rhetoric Style Repetition 

Will we rise to the occasion? 

Will we master this rare and difficult hour? 

Will we meet our obligations and pass 

along a new and better world for our 

children? 

I believe we must and I believe we will. 

(12RE) 

 

 

 

 

Rhetoric Style Repetition 

I will always level with you. 

I will defend the Constitution. 

I will defend our democracy.I will defend 

America. 

I will give my all in your service thinking 

not of power, but of possibilities. (13RE) 

 

 

 

 

Rhetoric Style Hyperbola 

So now, on this hallowed ground where 

just days ago violence sought to shake this 

Capitol’s very foundation, we come 

together as one nation, under God, 

indivisible, to carry out the peaceful 

transfer of power as we have for more than 

two centuries. (1HPB) 

 

 

 

 

Rhetoric Style Hyperbola 

Over the centuries through storm and 

strife, in peace and in war, we have come 

so far. But we still have far to go. (2HPB) 

 

 

 

Rhetoric Style Hyperbola 

Millions of jobs have been lost. 

Hundreds of thousands of businesses 

closed. (3HPB) 

 

 

Rhetoric Style Metaphora 
There are some days when we need a hand. 

(1MTP) 
 

Rhetoric Style Metaphora 
There are other days when we’re called on 

to lend one. (2MTP) 

 

 

Rhetoric Style Metaphora 

We will lead not merely by the example of 

our power but by the power of our 

example. (3MTP) 
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Rhetoric Style Interrogation 
What are the common objects we love that 

define us as Americans? (1INT) 

 

 

Rhetoric Style Interrogation 

Will we rise to the occasion? 

Will we master this rare and difficult hour? 

Will we meet our obligations and pass 

along a new and better world for our 

children?I believe we must and I believe 

we will. (2INT) 

 

 

 

 

Rhetoric Style Tautology Anger, resentment, hatred. [1TA]  

Rhetoric Style Tautology Extremism, lawlessness, violence. [2TA]  
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APPENDIX 13 

THE SECOND INAUGURATION SPEECH OF THE FORMER 

PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA  

 

THE PRESIDENT:  Vice President Biden, Mr. Chief Justice, 

members of the United States Congress, distinguished guests, and fellow citizens:   

  

Each time we gather to inaugurate a President we bear witness to the enduring 

strength of our Constitution.  We affirm the promise of our democracy.  We recall 

that what binds this nation together is not the colors of our skin or the tenets of our 

faith or the origins of our names.  What makes us exceptional -- what makes us 

American -- is our allegiance to an idea articulated in a declaration made more than 

two centuries ago: 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal; that they 

are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights; that among these are 

life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”   

  

Today we continue a never-ending journey to bridge the meaning of those words 

with the realities of our time.  For history tells us that while these truths may be 

self-evident, they’ve never been self-executing; that while freedom is a gift from 

God, it must be secured by His people here on Earth.  (Applause.)  The patriots of 

1776 did not fight to replace the tyranny of a king with the privileges of a few or 

the rule of a mob.  They gave to us a republic, a government of, and by, and for the 

people, entrusting each generation to keep safe our founding creed.   

  

And for more than two hundred years, we have.   

  

Through blood drawn by lash and blood drawn by sword, we learned that no union 

founded on the principles of liberty and equality could survive half-slave and half-

free.  We made ourselves anew, and vowed to move forward together.   

  

Together, we determined that a modern economy requires railroads and highways 

to speed travel and commerce, schools and colleges to train our workers.  

  

Together, we discovered that a free market only thrives when there are rules to 

ensure competition and fair play.   
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Together, we resolved that a great nation must care for the vulnerable, and protect 

its people from life’s worst hazards and misfortune.  

  

Through it all, we have never relinquished our skepticism of central authority, nor 

have we succumbed to the fiction that all society’s ills can be cured through 

government alone.  Our celebration of initiative and enterprise, our insistence on 

hard work and personal responsibility, these are constants in our character. 

  

But we have always understood that when times change, so must we; that fidelity 

to our founding principles requires new responses to new challenges; that 

preserving our individual freedoms ultimately requires collective action.  For the 

American people can no more meet the demands of today’s world by acting alone 

than American soldiers could have met the forces of fascism or communism with 

muskets and militias.  No single person can train all the math and science teachers 

we’ll need to equip our children for the future, or build the roads and networks and 

research labs that will bring new jobs and businesses to our shores.  Now, more 

than ever, we must do these things together, as one nation and one 

people.  (Applause.)  

  

This generation of Americans has been tested by crises that steeled our resolve and 

proved our resilience.  A decade of war is now ending.  (Applause.)  An economic 

recovery has begun.  (Applause.)  America’s possibilities are limitless, for we 

possess all the qualities that this world without boundaries demands:  youth and 

drive; diversity and openness; an endless capacity for risk and a gift for 

reinvention.  My fellow Americans, we are made for this moment, and we will seize 

it -- so long as we seize it together.  (Applause.)   

  

For we, the people, understand that our country cannot succeed when a shrinking 

few do very well and a growing many barely make it.  (Applause.)  We believe that 

America’s prosperity must rest upon the broad shoulders of a rising middle 

class.  We know that America thrives when every person can find independence 

and pride in their work; when the wages of honest labor liberate families from the 

brink of hardship.  We are true to our creed when a little girl born into the bleakest 

poverty knows that she has the same chance to succeed as anybody else, because 

she is an American; she is free, and she is equal, not just in the eyes of God but also 

in our own.  (Applause.)    
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We understand that outworn programs are inadequate to the needs of our time.  So 

we must harness new ideas and technology to remake our government, revamp our 

tax code, reform our schools, and empower our citizens with the skills they need to 

work harder, learn more, reach higher.  But while the means will change, our 

purpose endures:  a nation that rewards the effort and determination of every single 

American.  That is what this moment requires.  That is what will give real meaning 

to our creed.    

  

We, the people, still believe that every citizen deserves a basic measure of security 

and dignity.  We must make the hard choices to reduce the cost of health care and 

the size of our deficit.  But we reject the belief that America must choose between 

caring for the generation that built this country and investing in the generation that 

will build its future.  (Applause.)  For we remember the lessons of our past, when 

twilight years were spent in poverty and parents of a child with a disability had 

nowhere to turn.  

  

We do not believe that in this country freedom is reserved for the lucky, or 

happiness for the few.  We recognize that no matter how responsibly we live our 

lives, any one of us at any time may face a job loss, or a sudden illness, or a home 

swept away in a terrible storm.  The commitments we make to each other through 

Medicare and Medicaid and Social Security, these things do not sap our initiative, 

they strengthen us.  (Applause.)  They do not make us a nation of takers; they free 

us to take the risks that make this country great.  (Applause.)   

  

We, the people, still believe that our obligations as Americans are not just to 

ourselves, but to all posterity.  We will respond to the threat of climate change, 

knowing that the failure to do so would betray our children and future 

generations.  (Applause.)  Some may still deny the overwhelming judgment of 

science, but none can avoid the devastating impact of raging fires and crippling 

drought and more powerful storms.   

  

The path towards sustainable energy sources will be long and sometimes 

difficult.  But America cannot resist this transition, we must lead it.  We cannot 

cede to other nations the technology that will power new jobs and new industries, 

we must claim its promise.  That’s how we will maintain our economic vitality and 

our national treasure -- our forests and waterways, our crop lands and snow-capped 
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peaks.  That is how we will preserve our planet, commanded to our care by 

God.  That’s what will lend meaning to the creed our fathers once declared. 

  

We, the people, still believe that enduring security and lasting peace do not require 

perpetual war.  (Applause.)  Our brave men and women in uniform, tempered by 

the flames of battle, are unmatched in skill and courage.  (Applause.)  Our citizens, 

seared by the memory of those we have lost, know too well the price that is paid 

for liberty.  The knowledge of their sacrifice will keep us forever vigilant against 

those who would do us harm. But we are also heirs to those who won the peace and 

not just the war; who turned sworn enemies into the surest of friends -- and we must 

carry those lessons into this time as well. 

  

We will defend our people and uphold our values through strength of arms and rule 

of law.  We will show the courage to try and resolve our differences with other 

nations peacefully –- not because we are naïve about the dangers we face, but 

because engagement can more durably lift suspicion and fear.  (Applause.) 

  

America will remain the anchor of strong alliances in every corner of the 

globe.  And we will renew those institutions that extend our capacity to manage 

crisis abroad, for no one has a greater stake in a peaceful world than its most 

powerful nation.  We will support democracy from Asia to Africa, from the 

Americas to the Middle East, because our interests and our conscience compel us 

to act on behalf of those who long for freedom.  And we must be a source of hope 

to the poor, the sick, the marginalized, the victims of prejudice –- not out of mere 

charity, but because peace in our time requires the constant advance of those 

principles that our common creed describes:  tolerance and opportunity, human 

dignity and justice.   

  

We, the people, declare today that the most evident of truths –- that all of us are 

created equal –- is the star that guides us still; just as it guided our forebears through 

Seneca Falls, and Selma, and Stonewall; just as it guided all those men and women, 

sung and unsung, who left footprints along this great Mall, to hear a preacher say 

that we cannot walk alone; to hear a King proclaim that our individual freedom is 

inextricably bound to the freedom of every soul on Earth.  (Applause.)  

  

It is now our generation’s task to carry on what those pioneers began.  For our 

journey is not complete until our wives, our mothers and daughters can earn a living 
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equal to their efforts.  (Applause.)  Our journey is not complete until our gay 

brothers and sisters are treated like anyone else under the law  –- (applause) -- for 

if we are truly created equal, then surely the love we commit to one another must 

be equal as well.  (Applause.)  Our journey is not complete until no citizen is forced 

to wait for hours to exercise the right to vote.  (Applause.)  Our journey is not 

complete until we find a better way to welcome the striving, hopeful immigrants 

who still see America as a land of opportunity -- (applause) -- until bright young 

students and engineers are enlisted in our workforce rather than expelled from our 

country.  (Applause.)   Our journey is not complete until all our children, from the 

streets of Detroit to the hills of Appalachia, to the quiet lanes of Newtown, know 

that they are cared for and cherished and always safe from harm.   

  

That is our generation’s task -- to make these words, these rights, these values of 

life and liberty and the pursuit of happiness real for every American.  Being true to 

our founding documents does not require us to agree on every contour of life. It 

does not mean we all define liberty in exactly the same way or follow the same 

precise path to happiness.  Progress does not compel us to settle centuries-long 

debates about the role of government for all time, but it does require us to act in our 

time.  (Applause.)   

  

For now decisions are upon us and we cannot afford delay.  We cannot mistake 

absolutism for principle, or substitute spectacle for politics, or treat name-calling as 

reasoned debate.  (Applause.)  We must act, knowing that our work will be 

imperfect.  We must act, knowing that today’s victories will be only partial and that 

it will be up to those who stand here in four years and 40 years and 400 years hence 

to advance the timeless spirit once conferred to us in a spare Philadelphia hall.  

  

My fellow Americans, the oath I have sworn before you today, like the one recited 

by others who serve in this Capitol, was an oath to God and country, not party or 

faction.  And we must faithfully execute that pledge during the duration of our 

service.  But the words I spoke today are not so different from the oath that is taken 

each time a soldier signs up for duty or an immigrant realizes her dream.  My oath 

is not so different from the pledge we all make to the flag that waves above and that 

fills our hearts with pride.   

  

They are the words of citizens and they represent our greatest hope.  You and I, as 

citizens, have the power to set this country’s course.  You and I, as citizens, have 
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the obligation to shape the debates of our time -- not only with the votes we cast, 

but with the voices we lift in defense of our most ancient values and enduring 

ideals.  (Applause.)   

  

Let us, each of us, now embrace with solemn duty and awesome joy what is our 

lasting birthright.  With common effort and common purpose, with passion and 

dedication, let us answer the call of history and carry into an uncertain future that 

precious light of freedom.   

  

Thank you.  God bless you, and may He forever bless these United States of 

America.  (Applause.)   
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APPENDIX 14 

CURRICULUM VITAE 

 

 

 

 



  

Darma Persada University | 157 
 



  

Darma Persada University | 158 
 

 


