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A Study Of Illocutionary Acts in 

Marriage Story Movie Script 

 
 

Pragmatic 
 
 

Speech Act 
 
 

Illocutionary Act 
 
 
 

Representative Directive Commissive Expressive Declarative 
 
 

1. Asserting 
2. Stating 
3. Reporting 

1. Ordering 
2. Requesting 
3. Advising 

1. Offering 
2. Refusing 
3. Threatening 
4. promising 

1. Thanking 
2. Blaming 
3. Congratulating 
4. praising 

1. Declaring 
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Speech act 
 
Speech act is an act that a speaker performs when making 
an utterance . Speech acts as a form of communication has 

a function, contains a purpose, and specific purposes or 
effect to the hearer and can be analyzed into three levels: 

locutionary acts, illocutionary acts, and perlocutionary 
acts. According to Searle (1983) He divides illocutionary 

acts into five classifications: representatives, 
directives,commissive, expressives and declarations. 

Movie 
 

Marriage Story movie  wrote and directed by Noah 
Baumbach. This is a comedy-drama genre film about 

domestic life on the brink of divorce. Marriage Story movie is 
the latest film in 2019 and have many dialogues with unclear 
contextual meanings that are communicated by the speaker 

and interpreted by the listener. 
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BACKGROUND OF THE 
PROBLEM 

Communication 

Communication has always been a necessity in human life. 
Through communication, the trade of thought among people, 

which directly contributes to the development of the quality of 
life itself, can be performed. 
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Objective   of   the   Research 

1.	  To identify Illocutionary acts which 
are implied in the dialogue of 

“Marriage Story” utterance movie 
script. 

 
 

2. To describe the function and 
the meaning of Illocutionary act 

used in the dialogue of 
“Marriage Story” movie script. 

Method  of  The  Research 

Qualitative Method 

 
 
 

Content analysis Method 

 

  
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

2. What are the functions and 
the meaning of Illocutionary 
act used in the dialogue of 

“Marriage Story” movie 
script? 

Formulation of The 
Problem 

1. What types of illocutionary act are 
implied in the dialogue of “Marriage 

Story” movie script? 
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F r a m e w o r k  of the  T h e o r i e s   

 
 

In this research I found at least twenty six data of illocutionary acts which is used by characters in Marriage Story 
movie script as a sample. 

 

7 data of 
Representative 

 
 

8 data of directive 

 
 

6 data of commissive 

 
 

4 data of expressive 

 
 

1 data of declarative 
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CONCLUSION 

1 

Speech act was an action that performed by the speaker when making an 
utterance.	  In this research, I focus on Illocutionary. Illocutionary speech acts are 
speech acts that function to state and do something. this speech act contains two 
purposes, namely to inform and to order something to do. In this analysis, I 
concluded that there are twenty six of illocutionary acts which is used by 
characters in Marriage Story movie script, those are; seven data of representatives, 
eight data of directives, six data of commissive, four data of expressives, and one 
data of declarative. That each type has different illocutionary force found in the 
movie script. Representatives have illocutionary force of asserting, stating, and 
reporting. Directives have illocutionary forces of ordering, requesting, and 
advising. Commissive have illocutionary forces of offering, refusing, 
threatening, and promising. Expressives have illocutionary force of thanking, 
blaming, congratulating, and praising. The last is declarative, which has 
illocutionary force of declaring. So, from the sample data that I used, the directive 
is the type most often used in the dialogue marriage story movie script. 

Thank you 

 
 

No Data Illocutionary Classification 

 

19 

 

Nora : If you don’t respond in Los Angeles by Friday, you’ll leave us no choice. 

Commissive 

(Threatening) 

 
 

A conversation between Nora and Charlie. 
Charlie : I’m rehearsing a – 
Nora : If you don’t respond in Los Angeles by Friday, you’ll leave us no choice. 

 
Addresser & Addressee : Nora and Charlie 
Setting : On the Phone. 
Context : Nora as a lawyer from Nicole's side called Charlie because after his client gave Charlie the divorce documents some time later there was no 
response from Charlie himself, therefore Nora contacted Charlie to immediately get a lawyer and respond to his wife's lawsuit as soon as possible, because if 
he doesn't respond within the same time already determined, they have no other choice. 

 
Ø Illocutionary Act 

 
From the dialogue, Nora had run out of patience and said if you don’t respond in Los Angles by Friday, you’ll leave us no choice in this context, Nora 
wanted to give a warning to Charlie to immediately respond to his divorce lawsuit with his wife. Then she threatened him to respond by Friday, because if 
they don't, they have no choice, and he will have to accept the terrible reality of his divorce case with his wife later. Based on the context, it is obvious that 
Nora's illocutionary ac is `commission of threatening. The illocutionary force of this utterance requires the speaker to perform some future actions. Hence, 
that utterance is threatening in the paradigmatic case of commission. 
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