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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1. Background of the Problem 

Writing is basically a form of communication to express an idea or a concept 

of thought, but occasionally, it is not only writing self-opinion without evidence or 

fact. An academic research paper, for example, obviously requires in-depth 

analysis, other than arguments, to present the facts. Consequently, to produce well-

written academic research papers, such as journals, term papers, or theses, it is 

necessary to master writing skills since the output of writers’ thoughts is required 

to be organized scientifically and systematically, moreover when those long essays 

become a requisite for obtaining a degree in formal education, proceeding to a 

higher level of education, or applying for an occupation. In this case, the writer shall 

carry out research before producing the academic paper. 

Retrieved from Monash University's website, academic writing should be 

presented with a formal tone and avoid an individual’s opinion to make it objective. 

Therefore, acquiring writing skills for producing academic papers involves 

knowledge in some terms, such as reading comprehension and mastering 

vocabulary. On the other hand, applying paraphrasing as a technique in creating 

academic papers is a form of writing skill as well. As cited in Rogerson & McCarthy 

(2017): 
Academic writing is largely reliant on the skill of paraphrasing to demonstrate that the author 
can capture the essence of what they have read, they understand what they have read and can 
use the appropriately acknowledged evidence in support of their responses. (Fillenbaum; Keck; 
Shi) 

Burrows, Potthast & Stein (as cited in Ardelia & Tiyas, 2019), say that 

paraphrasing is rewriting content while retaining the initial meaning, and it is 

necessary to use in journalism, anonymous work, and raising the standard of 

customer reviews. Paraphrasing intends to change the original text into other words, 

despite the fact that it is actually more challenging for academic purposes. 

Furthermore, paraphrasing is used to restate or rewrite the wording without 

transforming the meaning in context. The structure of the paraphrased version is 

probably different from the original, but the main idea shall remain the same. 
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Based on the pre-research questionnaire result, most diploma students of the 

English Language and Culture Department of Darma Persada University knew 

about paraphrasing earlier when they were in high school. It reaches 71% of the 

students who know how to paraphrase and 82% of them who know the function of 

paraphrasing. Most of them say that they produce a paper or writing as an 

assignment in college. Consistently, 82% of the students apply paraphrasing in 

writing. That result indicates that most of them are not unknowledgeable about 

paraphrasing. 

The result also shows that most of the students, which equals 82%, rarely do 

paraphrasing and find problems applying it while producing the paper or writing. 

However, 82% of them argue that paraphrasing is an important skill in writing, and 

in line with that, all students state that it is necessary to improve their ability in 

paraphrasing. In correspondence with the result of an interview, the students know 

about paraphrasing in general and only a few strategies they are familiar with. They 

also encounter barriers related to a lack of vocabulary. 

Meanwhile, the lecturer mentions in the interview that paraphrasing is very 

important. Whenever we want to cite someone’s opinion, we need to paraphrase 

because we should not copy-paste the original text directly or similarly to avoid 

plagiarism. The students are urged to learn how to paraphrase since they have a 

very low skill of writing and have a problem explaining the ideas. Despite the fact 

that most of the students are familiar with paraphrasing, they have problems 

applying it to paraphrasing. Hence, further research is conducted by discovering 

any barriers to paraphrasing the students encounter and how to overcome them prior 

to analyzing the most commonly used paraphrasing strategies. 

 

1.2. Identification of the Problem 

Problems to identify in the research, which are related to the background, are 

paraphrasing strategies mostly applied by the students, the barriers to paraphrasing, 

and how to overcome those barriers. Other than replacing the original text with 

other words, the paraphrased version shall maintain the main idea of the source text. 

The difficulties in paraphrasing may result from having the least knowledge of how 

to apply its strategies. By discovering the barriers, they may encounter while doing 
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the paraphrasing and how to overcome them, this research will investigate the most 

applied strategies of paraphrasing subsequently. 

 

1.3. Limitation of the Problem 

The scope of the research problem will be limited to identifying the barriers to 

paraphrasing encountered by the 5th-semester diploma students of English 

Language and Culture of Darma Persada University, overcoming those barriers, and 

identifying the types of paraphrasing strategies that are generally applied in 

paraphrasing writing task. 

 

1.4. Formulation of the Problem 

According to the aforementioned limitation, the formulations of the problem 

will be as follows: 

1. What are the barriers to paraphrasing the 5th-semester diploma students of 

English Language and Culture of Darma Persada University encounter? 

2. How to overcome those barriers to paraphrasing? 

3. What types of paraphrasing strategies do the students generally apply in 

paraphrasing? 

 

1.5. Objectives of the Research 

Related to the formulation of the problem, the objectives of the research are: 

1. To identify the barriers to paraphrasing through a questionnaire. 

2. To discover the solutions to overcome the barriers to paraphrasing. 

3. To analyze the strategies in paraphrasing generally applied by 5th-semester 

diploma students of English Language and Culture of Darma Persada 

University based on the writing task given. 

 

1.6. Benefit of the Research 

The analysis result of the research is intended to have the benefit to others. To 

the lecturers, this research is to depict students' comprehension of paraphrasing, 

map out the most applied paraphrasing strategies and what barriers they have 

encountered, and as well how to overcome those barriers. To the students, this 
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research is to identify their writing skills related to paraphrasing strategies, what 

barriers they have encountered, and how to overcome those barriers. Thus, they can 

improve their ability to apply paraphrasing strategies. To the readers, this research 

is expected to increase their knowledge of paraphrasing strategies. 

 

1.7. Systematic Organization of the Research 

As a guide to readers and to best comprehend the research, its systematic 

organization is as follows: 

 

CHAPTER 1 : INTRODUCTION 

This chapter defines the background of the problem, 

identification of the problem, limitation of the problem, 

formulation of the problem, objectives of the research, method 

of the research, benefit of the research, and systematic 

organization of the research. 

 

CHAPTER 2 : THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

The chapter of literature review consists of writing and 

paraphrasing theories and definitions, related theories to 

writing and paraphrasing, paraphrasing strategies, barriers to 

paraphrasing, the importance of paraphrasing, and previous 

related studies. 

 

CHAPTER 3 : RESEARCH METHOD 

This research applies mixed-method research and the 

subchapters consist of: 

a. Time and Location 

b. Research Approach and Method 

c. Research Object and Data 

d. Data Collection Technique 

e. Data Analysis Technique 
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CHAPTER 4 : AN ANALYSIS OF STUDENTS’ WRITING SKILLS IN 

PARAPHRASING: A CASE STUDY OF 5TH-

SEMESTER DIPLOMA STUDENTS OF ENGLISH 

LANGUAGE AND CULTURE DEPARTMENT OF 

DARMA PERSADA UNIVERSITY 

This chapter describes the analyses of a questionnaire and the 

writing task as the instruments applied to the research which 

results in findings and discussion. 

 

CHAPTER 5 : CONCLUSION 

This chapter consists of a conclusion and suggestions based on 

the completed research. The conclusion describes the 

problems along with the result in objective analysis. 

Meanwhile, the way of how to overcome the problems will be 

described in suggestions. 
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	4.3 Types of Paraphrasing Strategies the Students Generally Apply in Paraphrasing
	To collect qualitative data, the students have to perform a writing task of paraphrasing at the paragraph level. In sequence, the paragraphs consist of 129, 144, and 106 words. Two methods were used to analyze the strategies in paraphrasing generally ...
	4.3.1 Writing Task Analysis with Taxonomy of Paraphrase Types
	Eight students are recruited to paraphrase three uncorrelated paragraphs as their writing task which are further analyzed by using the taxonomy of paraphrase types adapted from Keck to identify the linguistic criteria. The writing task analysis result...
	Table 4.7 Writing Task Analysis: Taxonomy of Paraphrase Types by Keck
	The following figure is the result of the most paraphrase type applied by the students in percentage by counting the unique links in their paraphrased versions.
	Figure 4.8 Paraphrase Types of the Writing Task
	Figure 4.8 identifies that Minimal Revision has been the most frequently used paraphrase type by the students (54%), which contains 20–49% of the unique links in the paraphrased versions. It is correlated with the results in the application section of...
	The second high percentage is followed by the Near Copy type (38%), which applies to more than 50% of the unique links. The Moderate Revision type, which contains 1–19% of unique links, has the least percentage of 8%. However, none of the students app...
	4.3.2 Writing Task Analysis with Paraphrasing Strategies
	To analyze the paraphrasing strategies applied in general by the students recruited, this research uses writing task as the instrument to collect data. The students have to paraphrase three uncorrelated paragraphs by any strategies they are familiar w...
	There are nine strategies proposed by Jackie Pieterick, namely changing active into a passive sentence or vice versa, changing positive into a negative sentence or vice versa, shortening a long sentence, expanding phrases for clarity, shortening phras...
	Table 4.8 Writing Task Analysis: Paraphrasing Strategies by Jackie Pieterick
	By analyzing the writing task, the result of analysis is classified into the following table by counting the frequency of occurrence of each strategy.
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	As a result of the writing task analysis, the occurrence frequency is calculated and classified based on the paraphrasing strategies in Table 4.9, which illustrates the paraphrasing strategies, and are ranked sequentially from the highest to the lowes...
	Jackie Pieterick only classifies nine strategies in paraphrasing, and thus the strategy which is not included will be determined as other strategies. The analysis result of the writing task has indicated that the majority of the students try to add th...
	The students tend to change words order as well to be their strategy, which is applied 34 times or 6%. While paraphrasing, the students shorten a long sentence to make it easier and meet the simplicity of understanding, which occurs 25 times and equal...
	There are two strategies that are not applied by students, namely changing a positive into a negative sentence or vice versa and changing the structure of ideas (organization). The frequency of applying paraphrasing strategies occurs 536 times for twe...
	CHAPTER 5
	CONCLUSION
	Producing academic writing is essential in formal education or a higher level. Therefore, knowledge of writing becomes significant and paraphrasing is one of the writing skills required. In terms of rewording and citing a source text properly, the wri...
	The Darma Persada University has been the location of research with the 5th-semester Diploma students of the English Language and Culture Department, who have become the research objects. The total number of students is 20, consisting of 12 females an...
	By approaching mixed-method research, this study implements both quantitative and qualitative research methods with Explanatory Sequential Mixed Methods design. The instruments employed to collect the data are a questionnaire and a writing task. The q...
	According to the respondents’ profiles, 14 students (70%) have previously taken an academic writing class. The result also denotes that almost all students (90%) know about paraphrasing and know how to cite a source (80%), and only 11 students (55%) k...
	The Likert Scale and SPPS are implemented for data collection in the quantitative research method by using the questionnaire as the instrument. The analysis results in the application section reveal that most of the students prefer using their own wor...
	In the barrier section, finding the appropriate vocabulary is an obstacle encountered by most of the students with the highest mean value of 3.80 and the standard deviation of 0.768. Other than that, the students also feel incompetent to use their own...
	Despite the students’ difficulties while paraphrasing, they claim that paraphrasing is one of the important skills to produce academic writing. This construct has reached the highest mean value of 4.05 and the standard deviation of 0.759. Therefore, t...
	Referring to the analysis result of the students' paraphrasing barriers, this research is furthered by delivering the writing task. The qualitative research method is used to analyze the writing task to discover the paraphrasing strategies most freque...
	Keck's taxonomy of paraphrase types is used to determine the linguistic criteria from the writing task's analysis result. It is revealed that the paraphrase type most frequently used by the students is Minimal Revision (54%), which contains 20–49% wor...
	Nine strategies of paraphrasing classified by Jackie Pieterick are used as well as another method to confirm the strategies generally applied by the students while paraphrasing. The analysis result proves that using synonyms, which occur 326 times and...
	Even though the paraphrasing strategy of using synonyms does not represent the majority of the students’ selection based on the analysis result of the questionnaire, the difficulty and incompetency experienced by the students have become their obstacl...
	As a consequence, the students have to take into consideration the other strategies. Whether or not the students realize it, synonyms are used instead as their strategy in paraphrasing the paragraphs in their writing task because it is practical to ap...
	Occasionally, the students’ choice of words in the paraphrased versions is less precise and uncorrelated contextually with the source. Some synonyms may have similar meanings considering the same parts of speech, but their substitutions in the paraphr...
	The analysis results of this research depict whether or not the students comprehend the strategies in paraphrasing. It is obvious from the conclusion that the students have less knowledge of paraphrasing strategies. They may understand the basic meani...
	The students need to improve their writing skills and ability to paraphrase. They have to consider learning paraphrasing by practicing frequently and obtaining information related to paraphrasing from various references, such as books, journals, or se...
	Future research should be organized by implementing new methods to investigate an effective way to learn the strategies of paraphrasing by minimizing the barriers to paraphrasing. An awareness of spelling and grammar also needs to be observed by both ...
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