SCHEME OF THE RESEARCH

CULTURAL IDENTITY AND SYMBOLIC INTERACTIONISM
IN KARMA BROWN’S NOVEL “RECIPE FOR A PERFECT
WIFE”: ANTHROPOLOGY OF LITERATURE STUDY

INTRINSIC APPROACH

EXTRINSIC APPROACH

Character and Plot Setting Anthropology

Characterization of Literature

1. Telling Exposition a. Setting Cultural Symbolic
Method: a. =Xpositio of Place Identity Interactionism

b. Rising b. Setti

Characterization by Action - o€ |_ng

the author ¢. Crisis of Time

2. Showing d. FaII_ing
Method: Action Symbol Mind,

a. Characterization | | & Resolutionor and Self, and
through dialogue Denouement Memory Society

b. Characterization

through action

CULTURAL IDENTITY AND SYMBOLIC INTERACTIONISM
IN KARMA BROWN’S NOVEL “RECIPE FOR A PERFECT
WIFE”: ANTHROPOLOGY OF LITERATURE STUDY




POSTER OF THE RESEARCH

CULTURAL IDENTITY AND SYMBOLIC ;

INTERACTIONISM IN KARMA BROWN’S NOVEL
“RECIPE FOR & PERFECT WIFE™:

ANTHROPOLOGY OF LITERATURE STUDY

DIVYA WIDYASTUT!
ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE DEPARTAENT, FACULTY OF LANGUAGES AND CULTURES, UNIVERSITY OF DARMA PERSADA

ABSTRACT

In a literary work, two characters can be narrated as the attention
centre that contains the cultural identity from certain generation.
Meanwhile, a symbol actually can cause an interaction within
characters. This research discusses about cultural identity and
symbolic interactionism reflected in a novel. There is a novel entitled
“Recipe for a Perfect Wife” by Karma Brown that tells about two
female characters that are represented as a housewife from different
generation. This research uses descriptive qualitative as the
research methodology and content analysis as the method in
analysing the object of the research, a novel entitled “Recipe for a
Perfect Wife”. This research also uses the intrinsic approach to
analyse the characterization, plot, and setting. This research reveals
two kinds of a housewife. They are a housewife and working woman,
and a full-housewife. This research finds five cultural identities in the
past and present time that is related with a housewife reflected by
two female characters in the novel by using cultural identity theory
by Stuart Hall. This research also reveals the symbol and memory
even three concepts of symbolic interactionism that is mind, self,
and society based on symbolic interactionism theory by George
Herbert Mead.

Keywords: cultural identity, two female characters, housewife,
symbolic interactionism

[:_-] INTRODUCTION

Literature and culture can be combined in a study. A novel can describe a
cultural value that constitute the cultural identity. The cultural identity from
the past to this present time is very different, especially in the term of a
housewife. When compared to the past, the present time is more advanced
with the help of technology development. Some people agree that a wile
should be a fully housewile. Some people say the wife works in a paid-job
like the husband to support the family financial and doing the housework.
In the novel, there is also an interaction within the characters and a symbol
actually can causc to happen an interaction.
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Academic Benefit:

This research can prove the existing theory in order to obtain a result that

enhances and strengthens the knowledge or theory used.

Practical Benefit:

o This study will provide a solution in anthropology of literature study
particularly on cultural identity theory and symbolic interactionism that
are used in a novel.

REFERENCES

o The readers and audiences are able to recognize that literary work can
describe the cultural identity and symbolic interactionism in the novel.

DISCUSSION

There are two kinds of housewife representation reflected in two
female characters, Alice Hale and Nellie Murdoch. Alice is a hard-
working woman and a housewife as her part-time activity. In other
hand, Nellie is a full-housewife.

There are the different cultures between two eras that constitute
the cultural identity. Alice and Nellie have their own cultural identity
that reflects the year of 2018 and 1950s. In 2018, through the
character of Alice, there are five cultural identities. First, smoking is
strange for the wife or woman. Second, there is a private party in
which there are only friends and family. Third, there are laptop and
smartphone. Fourth, living together without having marriage is
common. Fifth, there is no worker in the house. In other hand, Nellie
also reflects the cultural identity in 1950s such as smoking is
common for the wife or woman, there is a Tupperware party where
the society gathers to look for the tools for kitchen set, there is a
letter to communicate with significant others, young marriage is
common thing, and a worker is hired in the house to help the
household back then.

It is found that there is a relation between symbol and memory.
This relation is found in Alice’s perspective. The symbol itself is
cookie. The cookie makes Sally, Alice's neighbour, remembering
about her mother's homemade cookie. The cookie also brings a
story about the cookbook that Alice finds in the basement of her
house that belongs to Elsie Swann, Nellie’s mother. It brings Sally’s
assumption that cookbook is like legacy to new wife to know the
recipe of cuisine in starting marriage life. This legacy is common to
be delivered by the mother to her daughter. It is also found about the
three concepts in symbolic interactionism — mind, self, and society —
in the portrait of Nellie’s character. It is about Richard who abuses
her wife, Nellie. The concept of mind is Nellie should leave Richard.
The concept of self is Nellie survives because it is her duty as a wife
for Richard. The concept of society is when Miriam, Nellie's
neighbour, suggests Nellie to leave Richard because he is not a
good man.

am CONCILUSION

1. There arc two kinds of a housewife in two different cras.; the housewifc
and working woman in 2018 and the full-housewife in 1950s.

[~

There are five cultural identities between the past and present time
reflected in two female characters, Alice and Nellie in the novel entitled
“Recipe for a Perfect Wife” by Karma Brown.

3. There is the ‘cookic” as a symbol that brings the memory within Alice’s
intcraction and three concepts of mind, sclf, and socicty based on
Nellie's perspective. In addition, there is a symbol can cause an
interaction within the characters in the novel.
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BACKGROUND OF THE RESEARCH

Culture today is different from the pasttimes and it shows
the cultural identity of each era.

In the novel,a symbolcan cause to happen an interaction
within characters.

N\ F

The novel Recipe for a Perfect Wife narrates about two
female characters from different generation that are
represented as a housewife and there are many perspectives
about being a housewife.

© B

Literature and culture can be combined in a study.

{‘4':' Universitas
QW Darma

\, Persada

FORMULATION OF THE PROBLEM

What kind of a housewife representation in the portrait
of two female characters from different generation is?

Whatis the cultural identity in 2018 and 1950s reflected
by two female characters?

Whatis the symbolic interactionism illustrated in Alice
and Nellie's point of view?
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THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
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A brief history of anthropology of literature

Literature research has
been developed since 1984
along with its extrinsic
aspects.

Anthropology is a
study about human
and how human acts
symbolically.

Plentiful literary
works try to hide
people’s behavior and
cultural pattern in
society.

The understanding of anthropology of literature
Reasons:a relation between anthropology - literature

Focus on human’s behavior

Human has a critical creativity to change a life

POOREA

Give the attention in imaginative phenomenon

Plentiful oral discourses and literary works attract
the anthropologist and the author

Various interdisciplinary rounds the field of
culture and literature

(Endraswara, 2[]13.))
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e“t')‘ Persada

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

(4 . = 2
The concept of cultural identity

.S

Cultural identity is
a matter of ‘hecoming’
as well as of ‘heing’.

TUART —
HALL

“"Cultural identity is ™
an identity of

,or
for living

“..their life.

SS%7  Persada
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THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

00

"Born from the argumentation of Max
|Weber |

Introduced by George Herbert
Mead

Completed by Herbert Blumer

‘ Symboland memory

&C )

This conceptis notan object, it is a social
process. It refers to the concept thatevery
person experiences a process of thinking in
interaction.

The conceptis about self-description by oneself
when does interaction with another person.

SOCIETY

The conceptis seen as an individual external
organization which has a relation with the
individual internal self-concept.

GEORGE HERBERT MEAD

)

(ﬂ‘;}? —

W’ Persada

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

( A SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE ON HOUSEWIFE

.\

| The housewife is seen as\the sacred
| duty of women and unpaid\job.

the sacred!

C )

LIWAG, in her article, describes some characteristics of
the housewife in 1950s:

Required to be silent

A new Institute for Family Studies analysis of the 2017
American Community Survey

28% American married mothers says itis full-time work

43% Married women without children say the same
40% Married mothers consider working part-time

(VerBruggen and Wang's survey, 2018.))

o)
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1 There are two kinds of a housewife in two

different eras based on the novel Recipe for a
Perfect Wife; a hard-working woman and a
housewife in 2018 and a full housewife in
1950s.

There are five cultural identities in the present
time and past time reflected in Alice and

There is a ‘cookie’ as a symbol that brings the
memory based on Alice's interaction in the
novel and the concepts of mind, self, and
society reflected in Nellie's perspective.
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