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REPRESSION OF PERSONALITY CAUSED BY 

TRAUMA ON THE MAIN CHARACTER IN M. 

NIGHT SHYAMALAN’S MOVIE SCRIPT SPLIT 

ISMALIA 

2017130048 

STRATA ONE (S1) 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND 

CULTURE 

DARMA PERSADA 

UNIVERSITY 

FRAMEWORK OF 

THEORIES 

I use the intrinsic theories to 

analyze the novel that are: 

Characterization, Plot and Setting. 

The extrinsic approach that I use 

to analyze the theme are: Trauma 

and Repression. 

METHOD OF THE RESEARCH 

I analyze the movie script through intrinsic 

and extrinsic approaches. Through the intrinsic 

approaches I use these concepts: 

characterization, plot and setting. In the 

extrinsic approach, I use patriarchy I use trauma 

and repression concepts. This research is 

qualitative research which is a library research 

type. 

BACKGROUND OF THE RESEARCH 

Directed by M. Night Syamalan, Split tells the 

story of the terror experienced by three girls, 

namely Casey (Anya Taylor-Joy), Claire (Haley 

Lu Richardson), and Marcia (Jessica Sula) when 

they were about to go on a trip together. A 

stranger named Kevin Wandell Crumb (James 

McAvoy) suddenly drugged and then kidnapped 

the three of them. Casey, Claire, and Marcia 

were then locked up in a room somewhere. The 

three girls panicked and tried to find a way out. 

However, their efforts were not easy because 

Kevin was not an ordinary man and he has 23 

multiple personalities. 

 

CONCLUSION OF THE RESEARCH 

I conclude that the movie script has the 

theme that I have assumed before. The 

psychological literature reflected with 

repression movements given by some 

characters; Kevin, Dennis, and Berry. The 

extrinsic analysis shows that there are trauma 

and repression indications which emphasize 

that the psychological of literature exists in the 

movie script.  

FORMULATION OF THE 

PROBLEM 

1. What method of characterization 

is used to study the characters that 

struggle with trauma in M. Night 

Shyalama’s movie script Split ? 

2.  What are the plot and setting in 

the M. Night Shyalaman’s movie 

script Split ? 

3. What the theory of literary 

psychology can be used to analyse 

in the M. Night Shyamalan’s Movie 

script Split? 
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BACKGROUND OF THE 

PROBLEM

Childhood Trauma which result in 
the disorder of psychology and 

repression.

Due to the trauma and get bad 
treatment makes a person to have 

psychological disorders that have a lot 
of personality or is often referred to as 

a DID

In the movie script Split, the 
trauma reflected in Kevin 

Wandell Crumb. He has 23 
personalities, his personality 
appears due to the trauma 
experienced and repression
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Formulation of The 

Problem

1. What method of characterization is used to study the characters that 

struggle with trauma in M. Night Shyalama’s movie script Split ?

2.  What are the plot and setting in the M. Night Shyalaman’s movie 

script Split ?

3. What the theory of literary psychology can be used to analyse in the 

M. Night Shyamalan’s Movie script Split?
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Objective of the Research

1. To analyze the characterization used in M. Night 

Shyamalan’s Movie script Split

2. To analyze the plot and setting of this movie script.

3. To analyze the theory of literary psychology which are 

trauma and repression.
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Method of The Research

QUALITATIVE METHOD

Using data collection, book, journal, 
and also the movie script of Split by 
M. Night Shyamalan to analyze the 

data.
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Framework of the Theories

INTRINSIC APPROACHES

Characterization

Showing Method Telling Method

Plot

1. Exposition
2. Rising Action
3. Climax
4. Falling Action
5. Resolution

Setting

1. Setting as background of the 
action

2. Setting as antagonist
3. Setting as means of revealing 

character
4. Setting as means of creating 

appropriate atmosphere

 

Slide 8 

Page 8

Framework of the Theories

EXTRINSIC
( PSYCOLOGY APPROACH)

Trauma Repression
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The result of the analysis is I have found several datas that 

contained Trauma and Repression that reflected on Kevin 

Wandell Crumb as a main character of the movie script.

TRAUMA & REPRESSION

Trough characterization

Trough setting

Trough plot

Kevin Wandell
Crumb

1. Setting as background of 
the action : Dingy Basement

2. Setting as antagonist
3. Setting as means of 

revealing character
4. Setting of atmosphere

Explanation plots with 

quotations that contained 

trauma and repression in 

movie script
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CONCLUSION

1

2

The intrinsic approach can be used to analyze Split movie script. 

Such as characterization, settings, and plot.

The extrinsic approach can be used to analyze Split movie script. Such as 

trauma and defense mechanism concept, it can be concluded repression is 

reflected in the Split movie script by M. Night Shyamalan. I use the 

concept of trauma and repression to describe the indications that exist in 

the movie script. 
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CONCLUSION

3

4

Psychology of literature concepts that are used in this research is trauma and 

repression. Repression is a type of defense mechanism, the exclusion of distressing 

memories, thoughts, or feelings from the conscious mind. Trauma is the foundation 

such as repression to arise. I merge repression to the characterization, plot, and 

setting to reinforce the theme in this movie script. I then merge the trauma to the 

characterization, plot, and setting to reinforce the theme in this movie script.

Moral of the story of this movie script is all the people who live in this world is 

entitled to feel happiness, even though they have the bitter past in his life, they 

deserve happiness later in their lives. Kevin, the kid does not get happiness 

because his mother always treated him no better. After he's an adult, he's trying 

to protect himself and find happiness for himself.
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