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Speech Acts Theory by John Searle 

The Locutionary, The 
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Representative, 
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Commissive 

 

Sigmund Freud’s 

Theory of Humour 

Tendentious, and Non-

Tendentious Joke 
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BACKGROUND OF THE RESEARCH 

In the movie Once Upon a Time in 

Hollywood, there are a lot of utterances that 

are satirical. The jokes that are used in that 

movie also uncommon. For example, there is 

a scene where Bruce Lee, who was played by 

Mike Moh, fights and loses, that scene is 

portraying the satirical moment. The 

perlocutionary act, which is shown in the 

movie brings a lot of critique and praise. The 

speech acts present to reveal the meaning 

behind every utterance within the movie. It 

will show the true color of the movie. 

 

FORMULATION OF PROBLEMS 

 

1. What are the implicit meaning of the jokes in 

Once Upon a Time in Hollywood movie? 

2. What are the illocutionary acts of the speech in 

the Once Upon a Time in Hollywood movie?? 

 

 

METHOD OF THE RESEARCH 

 

I use descriptive-qualitative methods, which is speech 

acts theory from John Searle to categorize the speech 

acts of the characters on the movie Once Upon a Time 

in Hollywood. And I also Sigmund Freud’s theory of 

Humor to define what types of jokes that are used. 

 

CONCLUSION OF THE RESEARCH 

The main character, Rick Dalton uses 

illocutionary acts to deliver a lot of his 

jokes. The illocutionary acts which Dalton 

use are varied from scene to scene. But, the 

point is the comedy can be delivered 

through illocutionary acts. In other scene of 

the movie, the supporting character, like 

Sam Wanamaker utilizes the perlocutionary 

act as a mean to be funny. 
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BACKGROUND OF THE 

PROBLEM

Language
A tool of communication that is 

employed by all individuals within 
the world which is applied by 2 

individuals as minimum.

Speech Act Once Upon a Time 
In a Hollywood 

(2019)

Jokes
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Formulation of The 

Problem

2. What are the illocutionary acts of the speech in 
the Once Upon a Time in Hollywood movie?

1. What are the implicit meaning of the jokes 

in Once Upon a Time in Hollywood movie?

 

Objective of the Research

1.To find out the implicit meaning of the jokes 
in Once Upon a Time in Hollywood movie

2.To find out the illocutionary acts of the 
speech in the Once Upon a Time in Hollywood
movie

 

 

 

 

Method of The Research

Qualitative

Qualitative research is something contrary to quantitative approach, which includes gathering

and breaking down mathematical information for statistical analysis. The first step I will do is

to collect the data from the movie English subtitle Once Upon a Time in Hollywood which

uttered by the characters. After I collect the data, I will first analyze the data qualitatively with

speech acts theory from John Searle in order to get the implicit meaning of the utterance

performed.
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Framework of the Theories

Speech Act
Ilocutionary

Assertive

Directive

Perlocutionary

Locutionary

Commissive

Expressive

Declaration
1

Speech act itself is a hypothesis

about the understood importance of

expression; an expression that the

speaker makes to accomplish a

proposed meaning.

 

8

FRAMEWORK OF THE 

THEORIES

2

Freud’s Theory of Humor

In Freud's view, jokes (the verbal and relational type of humor) happened
when the cognizant permitted the declaration of musings that society
typically stifled or forbade.

Tendentious Jokes

particularly preferred
to make forcefulness
or analysis conceivable
against people in
commended positions
who guarantee to
practice authority.

Non-Tendentious 
Jokes

Non-tendentious 
jokes were described 
by Vischer as 
abstract‘jokes. I 
prefer to call them 
innocent‘jokes.

 

Research

Finding

and 

Analysis

 

NO. Movie Script Speech Act Types Humor

1. This man is worth $500 Locutionary non-tendentious

1.
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11

NO. Movie Script Speech Act Types Humor

2. Bounty Hunter: You don't ever bring them in 
alive,
do you, Jake?
Jake Cahill: Not when there's three of them
and one of me. Bounty Hunter: You don't 
ever bring them in alive,
do you, Jake?
Jake Cahill: Not when there's three of them
and one of me.

Perlocutionary Tendentious

2.

 

CONCLUSION

1

2

The implicit significance can be seen through the

speech acts. The perlocutionary acts assist how with

understanding the impact of an expression

The speech acts present to uncover the importance behind each

expression inside the film. It will shown the real nature of the

film. Jokes that are difficult to handle will be analyzed through

speech acts in a way where everyday citizens would

comprehend.

 

CONCLUSION

3

4

Most of the tendentious joke always involve the unconscious

thought. From the perspective of Freud’s metapsychology, this

joke is a type of content which rises up out of the unconscious.

The movie Once Upon a Time in Hollywood is not only serves

the non-tendentious joke which considered as a safe joke, but

also presents the joke that is considerably offensive.

 

Thank you
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NG/PENGUJI 

SARAN HALAMAN 

REVISI 

BUKTI SUDAH 

REVISI 

TANDA 

TANGAN 

TANGGAL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Penguji 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Nurul Fitriani, S.S., M. 
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1. Mengubah    judul    skripsi. 

2. Memperbaiki penulisan tanggal 

sidang.     

3. Memperbaiki huruf kapital dan 

tatabahasa.     

4. Memperbaiki tata table of contents.

     

5. Memperbaiki latar penelitian. 

6. Memperbaiki formulation of the 

problem dan objective of the research

     

7. Menambahkan sumber data pada 

methods of the research     

8. Menambahkan sitasi pada chapter    

ii     
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penelitian dari movie  menjadi movie 

script     
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sub-‐bab  literature    

review 
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9, 13, 15, 

54, 17‐53 

Telah direvisi 

sesuai  dengan 
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