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BACKGROUND 

 

Figurative Language is a language that 

uses figures of speech, not using literal 

meanings. Figurative language is a 

deviation from everyday language, a 

deviation from standard language, a 

deviation in meaning and a deviation from 

words to get a certain effect or special 

meaning.  

TYPES OF  

FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE 

 

Metaphor, allusion, idiom, onomatopoeia, 

synecdoche, repetition, personification, 

alliteration, hyperbole, oxymoron, irony, 

and simile.  

BENEFIT OF  

THE RESEARCH 

 

This study contributes to English language 

lecturers in their English teaching process, 

and provides additional knowledge to 

English students and English language 

lecturers. This research adds the literature 

in linguistic about figurative language. 

Enrich the student knowledge in 

understanding the figurative language, 

especially the figurative language used in 

Selena Gomez’s “Rare” album. 

METHOD OF  

THE RESEARCH 

 

Descriptive qualitative method is research 

that I used to investigate, describe, explain, 

discover the quality or features of social 

influences that cannot be explained or 

described through a quantitative approach. 

Descriptive qualitative method is used to 

examine the condition of natural objects, 

where the study or the research is the key 

instrument. 

RESEARCH FINDING 

 

In this research, I analyzed several songs in 

the “Rare” album, the titles of these songs 

are Vulnerable, Look at Her Now, Rare, 

Souvenir, Dance Again, People You 

Know, Ring, A Sweeter Place, Lose You 

to Love Me, Kinda Crazy.   

RESULT OF THE RESEARCH 

 

Based on the research, I found 3 data on 

metaphors, 2 data on personifications, 7 

data on similes, 6 data on hyperboles, 3 

data on repetitions, 1 data on alliteration, 2 

data on allusions and 1 data on idiom. So 

the results of the data that I found in the 

"Rare" album is 25 data.  

 

 

A STUDY OF THE MEANING AND MESSAGE  

OF THE SONG LYRICS IN THE “RARE” ALBUM 

BY SELENA GOMEZ  
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APPENDIX 

 

Song 

Lyrics 

Types of Figurative Language 

Metapho

r                

Personifi

cation  

Simile  Hyper

bole 

Repetit

ion 

Alliterat

ion 

Allusio

n 

Idiom 

That new 

life was 

his 

problem 

 

 

       

This 

dancing 

was 

killing 

me softly 

  

 

 

      

And what 

hurts the 

most is 

people 

can go   

 

 

 

       

Circlin’ 

me, they 

just like 

satelites 

   

 

     

Words 

were like 

licorice 

to the 

taste 

   

 

 

     

I gave my 

all and 

they all 

know it 

    

 

    

I’m 

breakin’ 

heart like 

a heart 

attack 

   

 

 

     

Deep, 

deep 

down in 

me, I go 

now, 

baby 

      

 

 

  

Set fire to 

my 

purpose 

and I let 

it burn 

    

 

 

    

When I 

speak, 

my body 

listen 

  

 

 
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Smoke is 
floating 
over 
Jane and 
Greenwi
ch street 

       

 

 

 

You were 

runnin’ 

through 

me like 

water 

   

 

 

     

Confiden

ce is 

throwing 

your 

heart 

through 

every 

brick 

wall 

 

 

 

 

 

       

Swimmi

ng in 

your 

eyes, in 

your 

eyes, in 

your eyes 

egyptian 

blue 

     

 

 

 

 

   

I needed 

to hate 

you to 

love me  

I needed 

to lose 

you to 

love me 

    

 

 

 

    

If my love 

was like 

a flower, 

would 

you plant 

it? 

Would 

you grow 

it?    

   

 

 

 

 

     

To love, 

love 

yeah, to 

love, love 

yeah, to 

love 

     

 

 

 
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Baby, 

don’t 

make me 

count up 

all the 

reason to 

stay with 

you 

    

 

 

 

    

You 

promised 

the world 

and I fell 

for it 

    

 

 

    

Sunset 
Tower 
lobby, 
waiting 
there for 
me 

       

 

 

 

Having 

no fear  

Heaven 

is near 

    

 

    

I started 

seein' 

through 

you like a 

ghost 

   

 

 

     

Feels so, 

feels so, 

feels so 

good to 

dance 

again 

     

 

 

   

Swimmin

g in your 

eyes, in 

your 

eyes, in 

your eyes 

egyptian 

blue 

    

 

    

 

 

 

Take my 

breath 

away just 

like a 

souvenir 

   

 

  
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