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ABSTRACT 

 
The research of miniseries through the perspective of sociological literary 

criticism has been intensified in recent years, so I decided to study a film created 

by Ava DuVernay. This research is aimed at inquiring the reflection of racial 

injustice towards black teenagers. By using qualitative method, this research is 

expected to illuminate the reader of how racial injustice in some places in America 

is depicted through a film. However, in this study, there are intentional limitations 

due to the consideration of keeping the result from getting out of the track. This, 

through the instrinsic approach and through the extrinsic approach are the 

limitations of this study. 

 
Keywords: Racial Injustice, When They See Us, Ava DuVernay, Sociological 

Literary, Plot, Setting, Characterization. 
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ABSTRAK 
 

Penelitian miniseri melalui perspektif sosiologi kritik sastra semakin 

intensif dalam beberapa tahun terakhir, jadi saya memutuskan untuk mempelajari 

film yang dibuat oleh Ava DuVernay. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengetahui 

refleksi ketidakadilan rasial terhadap remaja kulit hitam. Dengan menggunakan 

metode kualitatif, penelitian ini diharapkan dapat menjelaskan kepada pembaca 

bagaimana ketidakadilan rasial di beberapa tempat di Amerika digambarkan 

melalui sebuah film. Namun dalam penelitian ini terdapat keterbatasan yang 

disengaja karena pertimbangan menjaga hasil agar tidak keluar jalur. Penelitian 

ini melalui pendekatan instrinsik dan melalui pendekatan ekstrinsik menjadi 

keterbatasan penelitian ini. 

 

Katakunci: Ketidakadilan Rasial, When They See Us, Ava DuVernay, Sosisologi 

Sastra, Alur, Latar, Karakterisasi. 

 

  



 

viii 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY STATEMENT ................................................................. i 

TEST FEASIBILITY VALIDATION ............................................................................... ii 

TERM PAPER VALIDATION ......................................................................................... iii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ................................................................................................. iv 

ABSTRACT ....................................................................................................................... vi 

ABSTRAK ........................................................................................................................ vii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ................................................................................................ viii 

CHAPTER 1 ....................................................................................................................... 1 

INTRODUCTION .............................................................................................................. 1 

1.1. Background of the Research ............................................................................ 1 

1.2. Identification of the Problem ........................................................................... 4 

1.3. Limitation of the Problem ................................................................................ 5 

1.4. Formulation of the Problem ............................................................................. 5 

1.5. Objectives of the Research ............................................................................... 5 

1.6. Methods of the Research .................................................................................. 6 

1.7. Benefit of the Research ..................................................................................... 6 

1.8. Systematic Organization of the Research ....................................................... 7 

CHAPTER 2 ....................................................................................................................... 9 

FRAMEWORK OF THEORIES ....................................................................................... 9 

2.1 Intrinsic Approaches ........................................................................................ 9 

2.1.1 Characterization........................................................................................ 9 

2.1.1.1 Showing Method .................................................................................. 10 

2.1.1.1.1 Characterization Through the Dialogue ..................................... 10 

2.1.2 Plot ............................................................................................................ 11 

2.1.2.1 Exposition ............................................................................................ 11 

2.1.2.2 Complication ....................................................................................... 11 

2.1.2.3 Crisis ..................................................................................................... 12 

2.1.2.4 Falling Action ...................................................................................... 12 

2.1.2.5 Resolution ............................................................................................ 12 

2.1.3 Setting ....................................................................................................... 12 

2.1.3.1 Setting as Background of the Action ................................................. 12 

2.1.3.2 Setting as Antagonist .......................................................................... 13 



 

ix 
 

2.1.3.3 Setting as a Means of Creating Atmosphere ..................................... 13 

2.1.3.4 Setting as a Means of Revealing Character ...................................... 13 

2.2 Extrinsic Approaches ...................................................................................... 13 

2.2.1 Sociology .................................................................................................. 13 

2.2.2 Sociology of Literature ........................................................................... 14 

2.2.3 Sociological Criticism ............................................................................. 15 

2.2.3.1 Definition of Race ................................................................................ 16 

2.2.3.2 Racism .................................................................................................. 17 

2.2.3.3 Racial Injustice .................................................................................... 18 

2.3 Literature Review ........................................................................................... 18 

CHAPTER 3 ..................................................................................................................... 20 

THE ANALYSIS MINISERIES “WHEN THEY SEE US” THROUGH INSTRINSIC 

APPROACH ..................................................................................................................... 20 

3.1 Characterization ............................................................................................. 20 

3.1.1 Raymond Santana ................................................................................... 20 

3.1.1.1 Friendly ................................................................................................ 21 

3.1.1.2 Optimist ............................................................................................... 21 

3.1.1.3 Family Man .......................................................................................... 22 

3.1.2 Antron McCray ....................................................................................... 23 

3.1.2.1 Smart .................................................................................................... 24 

3.1.2.2 Vengeful ............................................................................................... 25 

3.1.3 Yusef Salaam ........................................................................................... 25 

3.1.3.1 Religious ............................................................................................... 26 

3.1.4 Korey Wise .............................................................................................. 27 

3.3.1.2 Loyal ..................................................................................................... 28 

3.3.1.3 Opinionated ......................................................................................... 28 

3.1.5 Kevin Richardson .................................................................................... 29 

3.1.5.1 Spoiled .................................................................................................. 29 

3.2 Plot .................................................................................................................... 30 

3.2.1 Exposition ................................................................................................ 30 

3.2.2 Complication ........................................................................................... 31 

3.2.3 Crisis ......................................................................................................... 33 

3.2.4 Falling Action .......................................................................................... 34 

3.2.5 Resolution ................................................................................................ 37 

3.3 Setting............................................................................................................... 38 



 

x 
 

3.3.1 Setting as Background of The Action .................................................... 38 

3.3.1.1 Central Park ........................................................................................ 38 

3.3.1.2 Police Station ....................................................................................... 38 

3.3.1.3 Court .................................................................................................... 39 

3.3.1.4 Prison ................................................................................................... 39 

3.3.2 Setting as Antagonist .............................................................................. 40 

3.3.3 Setting as a Means of Creating Appropriate Atmosphere .................. 41 

3.3.4 Setting as a Means of Revealing Character .......................................... 42 

CHAPTER 4 ..................................................................................................................... 44 

THE ANALYSIS OF RACIAL INJUSTICE IN THE MINISERIES: “WHEN THEY 

SEE US” THROUGH EXTRINSIC APPROACH ......................................................... 44 

4.1 HOW THE RACIAL INJUSTICE HAPPENED IN AVA DUVERNAY 

“WHEN THEY SEE US” MINI-SERIES .................................................................. 44 

4.2 WHY RACIAL INJUSTICE HAPPENED IN AVA DUVERNAY “WHEN 

THEY SEE US” MINI-SERIES ................................................................................. 47 

4.3 ANALYSIS WHAT KINDS OF RACIAL INJUSTICES IN AVA 

DUVERNAY “WHEN THEY SEE US” AS EXTRINSIC ELEMENT IN THE 

MINI-SERIES ............................................................................................................. 49 

CHAPTER V .................................................................................................................... 53 

CONCLUSION................................................................................................................. 53 

REFERENCES ................................................................................................................ 55 

SCHEME OF THE RESEARCH .................................................................................... 58 

CURRICULUM VITAE ................................................................................................... 60 

 

  


