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TRAUMA THAT LEADS TO PSYCHOPATH TRAITS 

ON JANIE IN LUCINDA BERRY’S NOVEL THE 

PERFECT CHILD  
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BACKGROUND: There is no people in the 

world who have not problem in their life. 

During someone’s life, he/she might 

experience an event that becomes traumatic to 

them. The event can create a trauma because it 

might not happen as the way they expect to 

happen. Adverse environment such as 

childhood trauma can negatively influence a 

child's developing personality and emotions, 

affect them with the emergence of 

psychopathic traits. The novel entitled The 

Perfect Child by Lucinda Berry published in 

2019 is one of a literary work that tells about 

trauma and psychopath. The story of this novel 

portrayed Janie as one of the main character 

who experiences trauma that leads to 

emergence of psychopathic traits. 

METHOD OF THE RESEARCH: 

In this research, I use qualitative 

research method, with colleting data as 

the technique, several things to do are 

read, observe, indentifying and 

understand the novel “The Perfect 

Child”. The unit that is analyzed in this 

research is The Perfect Child Novel by 

Lucinda Berry as the main source, and 

supported by several references, such as 

books and articles from internet that 

related to the study as a second source, 

associated with theory and concept. 

Then, I analyse the data that have been 

collected in accordance with the 

formulation of the problem. 

 

BENEFITS: This research 

is expected to be beneficial 

for students or researches 

whose are interested and 

explore more deeply about 

Lucinda Berry’s Novel The 

Perfect Child. This study is 

expected to be useful for 

them who wants to analyze 

a literature by using Trauma 

and Psychopath concept. 

RESEARCH 

FINDING: This research 

can help us to know more 

about trauma and 

psychopath concept. By 

understanding the 

characterization, plot, 

setting, and psychology that 

exist in this term paper. The 

reader can see the theme of 

this research easily. This 

research is useful to enrich 

psychological approach 

about trauma and 

psychopath. 

CONCLUSION: 

Through this research, the 

concept of trauma and 

psychopath are reflected in 

Janie’s character. The 

concept of trauma and 

psychopath are supported 

and related to the character, 

plot, and setting of the 

story. It means the novel 

The Perfect Child reflects 

trauma and psychopath. 
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