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David Lagercrantz is the son of Olof Lagercrantz, a 

Swedish author and literary critic, and Martina 

Lagercrantz. Growing up in Solna and Drottningholm near 

Stockholm, he was hugely keen on sport: his proudest 

achievement was beating the future world champion Jan-

Olof Waldner at table tennis. (Waldner was three years 

younger and about two heads shorter, so this is not quite as 

impressive as it may sound). David studied philosophy and 

religion and attended the School of Journalism in 

Gothenburg. After his studies he applied for hundreds of 

jobs – without success.  

David made his debut as an author in 1997 with Ultimate High, the story of Swedish 

adventurer Göran Kropp, who climbed Mount Everest without oxygen tanks or sherpas the 

week after one of the most tragic disasters ever to occur on the mountain. The book became a 

great success, both in Sweden and abroad, and enabled David to continue as an author. Three 

years later Ett svenskt geni [‘A Swedish Genius’], David’s biography of inventor Håkan Lans, 

was published. 

In 2005, David returned his attention to the Himalayas with a thriller entitled Himmel over 

Everest. He continued with Fall Of Man in Wilmslow, a historical novel about the English 

Mathematician and computing pioneer Alan Turing. This book is often regarded as David’s 

breakthrough in fiction. It received excellent reviews and has been sold to publishers in fifteen 

countries, including Knopf in the USA. David often writes about major talents who refuse to 

follow convention. He is interested not only in what it takes to stand out from the crowd, but 

also in the resistance that such creativity and iconoclasm inevitably attract. In December 2013 

David Lagercrantz signed a contract with the Swedish publishing house Norstedts and 

Moggliden AB. The Girl in the Spider’s Web, is the fourth in the series. It will be translated 

into 46 languages and was launched simultaneously in 27 countries in late August 2015. 
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