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BACKGROUND: Ambition is the desire to 

achieve something, or to succeed, accompanied 

with motivation, determination and an internal 

drive. Ambition describes those that achieve 

success based on their inner desire to do so and 

their belief in themselves. It is like Judith Kuttner 

does too, but her ambition makes death instinct 

for her daughter, Amelia. 
 
 
 
 

METHOD: Based on the framework of the 

theories, I analyze through intrinsic and 

extrinsic approaches. I use a qualitative research 

with simple analysis of characterization, setting, 

and plot. Then, I use psychology of literature 

with theory of Sigmund Freud’s death instinct. 
 

 
 

 

BENEFIT: This study is 

expected to be beneficial for 

those who are interested in 

getting the knowledge of 

literature. This research aims to 

add comprehension of Sigmund 

Freud’s theory about death 

instinct and the application to the 

literature. 
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RESULT: Judith Kuttner’s ambition to reach success in politic is not good, because of 

her ambition makes death instinct of her daughter, Amelia. But she does not care, she 

defended and justified her crimes and actions, stating that what's good for Detroit is 

what's good for America as she prepares to spend her life in prison. 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 


