
A LITERARY STUDY OF THE CHARACTERIZATION  

OF SUE MONK KIDD’S “THE SECRET LIFE OF BEES” 
 

TERM PAPER  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By 

ANDROMEDA KARTIKAYUDHA PRATAMA 

2019139002 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

STRATA ONE (S-1) OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE  

DEPARTMENT FACULTY OF LANGUAGE AND CULTURE  

DARMA PERSADA UNIVERSITY 
2023 









Darma Persada University  |  v 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

 
Praise be to Allah Subhanahu Wata’ala for his mercy and blessing, 

finally I could complete this term-paper as planned, which entitled “A literary 

study on the characterization of Sue Monk Kidd’s “The secret life of bees”. 

This term-paper is submitted to the English Language and Culture, Darma 

Persada University, as a partial fulfillment of the requirements for obtaining 

the strata one (S-1) degree. I would like to present my gratitude towards all 

parties who have guided and supported me in finishing this term-paper. My 

gratitude is presented to those who have given their contribution in completion 

of this term-paper, which listed as follows: 

1. Dr. Yoga Pratama, M.Pd. as the advisor as well as the head of English 

Language and Culture Department who has helped and guided me patiently 

since the first day this research is written until it is finished.  

2. All lectures of English Language and Culture who have taught me a lot 

about many things that I never knew before. 

3. My Mom and Dad who always support me and preserve through all 

hardships to help me achieve all my dreams. 

4. My lovely brother who always supports me in every chapter of my  

life. 

5. My lovely aunty, Aty and uncle Agus who always give me a huge 

motivation for my future.  

6. My lovely cousins, Sis Jennie and Bro Toma who always motivate me and 

give me strength that I can achieve my dreams. 

Though I have given my best, I realize that this term-paper is  

far from being perfect. I hope to learn from the limitations and to overcome my 

shortcomings. This research would not be complete without the help, guidance, 





Darma Persada University  |  vii 

A LITERARY STUDY OF THE CHARACTERIZATION OF SUE MONK 
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Andromeda Kartikayudha Pratama 

 

 
ABSTRACT 

 
 

This study is intended to generate an interpretative understanding on the main characters’ 

characterization. Therefore, a descriptive qualitative method is the most appropriate method used 

to analyze this novel since she analyzed the data based on the characteristics which are in the form 

of words, phrases, and sentences and then they were presented descriptively.    

The results of this study show that characterization is divided into two divisions, namely: 

characteristic according to direct analysis and indirect analysis. The direct analysis is how the 

novelist describes the characteristic of the characters from their appearance, speech, action and 

thought. The indirect analysis is how the novelist describes the characteristic of the characters by 

authorial interpretation “telling” the reader of the character’s background, motives, values, virtues, 

and the like. And also through the opinion of other characters.  

Keywords: Characterization, Direct Method, Indirect Method, Descriptive Qualitative Method, 

The Secret Life of Bees  
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Andromeda Kartikayudha Pratama 

 

 
ABSTRAK  

 

 
Skripsi ini dimaksud untuk menghasilkan pemahaman interpretatif terhadap penokohan tokoh 

utama. Oleh karena itu, metode kualitatif deskriptif merupakan metode yang paling tepat 

digunakan untuk menganalisa novel ini oleh karena itu penulis menganalisa data berdasarkan 

ciri- ciri yang berupa kata-kata, frase-frase dan kalimat-kalimat kemudian disajikan secara 

deskriptif. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa penokohan dibagi menjadi dua bagian, yaitu: 

karakteristik menurut analisis langsung dan analisis tidak langsung. Analisis langsung adalah 

bagaimana novelis menggambarkan karakteristik karakter dari penampilan, bicara, tindakan dan 

pemikiran mereka. Analisis tidak langsung adalah bagaimana novelis menggambarkan 

karakteristik karakter dg interpretasi penulis dan memberi tau pembaca tentang latar belakang 

karakter, motif,  nilai , kebijakan dan sejenisnya dan juga melalui pendapat tokoh lain. 

Kata Kunci: Penokohan, Analisa Langsung, Analisa Tidak Langsung, Metode Kualitatif 

Deskriptif, The Secret Life of Bees  
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