
DISCRIMINATION EXPERIENCED BY KYA CHARACTER 

IN “WHERE THE CRAWDADS SING” (2018) NOVEL 

BY DELIA OWENS 
TERM PAPER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By 

Siti Aminah Lubis 

2020130067 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE DEPARTMENT 

FACULTY OF LANGUAGE AND CULTURE  

DARMA PERSADA UNIVERSITY 

JAKARTA 

2024 



DISCRIMINATION EXPERIENCED BY KYA CHARACTER 

IN “WHERE THE CRAWDADS SING” (2018) NOVEL 

BY DELIA OWENS 

TERM PAPER 

 

Submitted in part-fulfillment of requirements for obtaining 

Sarjana Linguistik (S. Li) degree 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By 

Siti Aminah Lubis 

2020130067 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE DEPARTMENT 

FACULTY OF LANGUAGE AND CULTURE  

DARMA PERSADA UNIVERSITY 

JAKARTA 

2024 



 

 

Darma Persada University | i  

 

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY STATEMENT PAGE 

  



 

 

Darma Persada University | ii  

 

LETTER OF APPROVAL 

  



 

 

Darma Persada University | iii  

 

TERM PAPER VALIDATION 

 

 

  



 

 

Darma Persada University | iv  

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

Praise be to Allah SWT for His mercy and blessing, finally I could complete this term-

paper as planned, which entitled Discrimination Experienced by Kya Character in 

“Where the Crawdads Sing” (2018) Novel by Delia Owens. This term-paper is 

submitted to the English Language and Culture, Darma Persada University, as a partial 

fulfillment of the requirements for obtaining the Strata One (S-1) degree. 

I would like to present my gratitude towards all parties who guided and supported me 

in finishing this term-paper. My gratitude is presented to those who has given their 

contribution in completion of this term-paper, which listed as follows: 

1. Prof. Dr. Eng. Benyamin Kusumoputro, M.Eng. as Dean of Faculty of Language 

and Culture of Darma Persada University. 

2. Dr. Yoga Pratama, M.Pd. as Head of English Language and Culture Department 

of Darma Persada University 

3. My advisor, Prof. Dr. Albertine Minderop, MA, has been very helpful and has 

guided me in finishing my final term paper with important information and 

remarkable advice. 

4. Eka Yuniar Ernawati, S.S.,M.Si. as Examiner and also Drs. Rusydi Muhammad 

Yusuf, M.Si as the Head of Board of Examiners, who have provided input and 

guidance to improve the writing of my term-paper. 

5. Bambang Trisno Adi, M.HSc., ESL, as my academic advisor who has patiently 

helped and guided me throughout my studies in choosing courses wisely and also 

constantly gave me great advice. 

6. All of the English Language and Culture Department lecturers who have 

genuinely shared their expertise, guidance, and encouragement with me during 

my time at university. 

7. All the staff in the Faculty of Language and Culture who have been facilitating 

and assisting the students in the Faculty of Language and Culture. 

8. My dear mother, who has raised me in her unconditional love, has also supported 



 

 

Darma Persada University | v  

 

me emotionally and financially throughout my studies. To my father, may he rest 

in peace. To my beloved oldest brother, who has facilitated my study needs and 

provided all of my study fees. To my older brother and older sister, who have 

always been there whenever I needed their help.  

9. My dearest friends, Gita Gloria Sihombing, Latifa Dian Utami, and Yuchana 

Zakiyyatunnisa, who have supported me to finish my term-paper and have always 

cheered me with their joyfulness, jokes, and affection. I would like to say thank 

you for being the sun on my darkest days. 

10. My wonderful friends at Darma Persada University, Sephia, Givanka, Khusnul, 

Fatin, Defina, Hikmatun, Agithia, and Fitria, who have always been the place to 

share and discuss each other's thoughts, have also always been supportive of each 

other’s studies and term papers. To the rest of my friends in the English Language 

and Culture Department, I cannot write all of them. I would like to say thank you 

for being supportive friends for me. 

11. My special friend, Lutfi Atikah, who has supported me and has been the place to 

express my emotions and problems. 

Finally, I realize that this term paper is far from perfect. Therefore, I would be 

grateful to accept any constructive comments and suggestions for the betterment of 

this term paper. 

  



 

 

Darma Persada University | vi  

 

DISCRIMINATION EXPERIENCED BY KYA CHARACTER 

IN “WHERE THE CRAWDADS SING” (2018) NOVEL 

BY DELIA OWENS 
 

Siti Aminah Lubis 

sitiamilubis22@gmail.com  

 

ABSTRACT 

Literature and society interact in a fascinating way, reflecting and influencing the world through 

storytelling, reflecting ideals, ideologies, problems, and victories, and inspiring introspection and change 

throughout history. As the result, sociology of literature is now considered a part of literary field. The 

aim of this research is to examine a novel through the application of both intrinsic and extrinsic 

methodologies. The object of this study is Delia Owens' novel "Where the Crawdads Sing" (2018). The 

aspects that are expanded using the intrinsic approach focus on the characterization, plot, and setting. In 

the meantime, discrimination theory is used in this research for the extrinsic approach. This study applied 

a descriptive-qualitative research method. Furthermore, Kya's character experiences discrimination in 

three ways: being exluded, being avoided, and getting biassed treatment. The novel's storyline narrates 

the story of Kya, who lives in a marsh and experiences discrimination from the townspeople due to her 

economic situation and social status as the marsh people. The townsfolk determine Kya with prejudice 

and stereotypes by labelling her as the Marsh Girl. In addition, the social conflict of the story can be 

solved at the novel’s resolution when people learn how deeply society is shaping and changing the 

individuals who live in it. 

Keywords: Discrimination, Where the Crawdads Sing, Intrinsic, Extrinsic, Social status 
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ABSTRAK 

Hubungan antara sastra dan masyarakat sangat menarik, mereka mencerminkan dan mempengaruhi 

dunia melalui cerita, merefleksikan ide, gagasan, masalah, dan pencapaian, serta menggugah 

kesadaran dan perubahan sepanjang sejarah. Pada hasilnya, saat ini sosiologi sastra dianggap sebagai 

salah satu bagian dari bidang sastra itu sendiri.Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk mengkaji sebuah 

novel melalui penerapan metode intrinsik dan ekstrinsik. Objek pada penelitian ini adalah novel "Where 

the Crawdads Sing" (2018) karya Delia Owens. Aspek-aspek yang dikaji dengan menggunakan 

pendekatan intrinsik difokuskan pada aspek penokohan, alur, dan latar. Sementara itu, teori diskriminasi 

juga digunakan dalam penelitian ini sebagai pendekatan ekstrinsik. Penelitian ini menggunakan metode 

penelitian deskriptif-kualitatif. Pada penelitian ini, ditemukan bahwa tokoh Kya mengalami diskriminasi 

dalam tiga hal, yaitu bahwa dia diasingkan, dihindarkan, dan mendapatkan perlakuan yang tidak adil 

(bias). Alur cerita novel ini menceritakan tentang tokoh Kya yang tinggal di rawa dan mengalami 

diskriminasi dari warga kota yang disebabkan oleh status sosialnya dan keadaan ekonominya sebagai 

penduduk yang tinggal di rawa. Penduduk kota menilai Kya berdasarkan prasangka dan stereotip 

dengan memberikannya julukan sebagai Gadis Rawa. Terlepas dari itu, konflik sosial dalam cerita ini 

dapat diselesaikan di akhir novel ketika masyarakat mengetahui bahwa lingkungan sosial dapat 

mempengaruhi dan mengubah individu yang hidup di dalamnya. 

Kata kunci: Diskriminasi, Where the Crawdads Sing, Intrinsik, Ekstrinsik, Status Sosial 
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