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PREFACE
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Problem

Theodore Dreiser was born in Terre.l.-laule, Indiana, on August 27, 1871.
Dreiser was the twelfth of thirteen children of John and Sarah Dreiser. The family
was poor.  Dreiser left home and moved to Chicago when he was fifteen and
worked in restaurant. Then, he attended Indiana University in 1890. Over the next
few years, Dreiser wrote for newspaper St. Louis, Pittsburgh and New York.
Dreiser married Sarah Osborne White in 1898; the marriage ended in divorce in
1910. Sister Currie is his first novel and published in 1900. Then Dreiser
published An American Tragedy in 1925, which is the important works for him.
In 1930, Dreiser was nominated for Nobel Prize in literature award. On June 13,
1944, Dreiser married Helen Patges Richardson. Dreiser died of a hearth atfack on
December 28 in the same year in Los Angeles.”

1 choose An dmerican Tragedy by Theodore Dreiser as my writing research,
because I am interested in the story of the novel itself that tells about a boy, Clyde
Jriffiths, where lived in Kansas, Missouri in the early of twenﬂetﬁ century.
Clyde decided to go out from his poor family. He tried to find richness and tried
to get high-class in society. Clyde did so many efforts to reach out his dreams, He
started his effort as a beliboy in hotel. Three years later, Clyde moved-to
Lycurgus, Chicago and worked in his uncle shint factory, Samuel Griffiths.
Samuel Griftiths is a rich person. In the factory, Clyde has romantic relationship
with a poor girl, Roberta Alden, who worked at the same factory. From that
relationship, Roberta has pregnant before married. They made a forbidden love
because in the factory has a rute that forbad their workers heving special

' Theodore Dreiser. “An American Tragedy”. Google 1.2 (1964) : 10 pag. Online. Internet. 19
September 2005




relationship each other. Roberta Alden asked Clyde to marry her. But Clyde
didn’t want to assume responsibility. Clyde didn’t want to marry her, because he
thought that if he married her, he would never reach his dream to be rich, well-
being and came info high-class society. Then, Clyde made other relationship with
other girl silently, Sondra Finchley, rich girl from high-class society. After that,
Clyde has a plan to marry her because of her richness and social status. He would
get everything that he wanted if he married with Sondra. So his dream could be
realized sooner. In doing that plan, Clyde arranged the strategy to kill Roberta
because he didn’t want to fail 10 be rich person. Finally, Clyde did his plan,
Roberta died because of drowning in the lake. The novel is ended with tragedy, a
Jury found Clyde guilty so he should undergo the death sentence on the electric-
chair. So Clvde failed 1o reach The American Dream, he failed to be rich, honor,
and success person.”

The main problem in this novel is that there is a dark side of The American
Dream — the story of what can happen when an ordinary people has desire for
wealth and status overwhelms his moral sense. Dreiser novel is around a real-life
crime in which when Clyde murdered Roberta with whom they had been romantic
involved but Clyde didn’t want to assume responsibility becauée of an unwanted
pregnancy. Clyde wanted to be rich, honor and success but in the last, he was fail.
He died because of his own mistake. |

B. Identification of the Problem
Based on the background of the problem above, I identify the problem that-the
author tries to tell is about the dark side of The American Dream that makes
people do everything to reach out The American Drecam. 1t is reflected by Clyde

character and he failed in the last. He got nothing,

* Theodore Dreiser, An American Tragedy (United State of America: Signet Classic, 1964)




Because of that problem, I assume that the theme in novel titled 4n American
Tragedy by Theodore Dreiser is The Failure of Clyde Griffiths Character to

Reach The American Dream Ended with Tragedy.

C. Limitation of the Problem
Based on the identification of the problem above, | make the limitation of the
problem in this research in theme analysis which is related io the failuze in
reaching The American Dream and has tragedy ending.
To analyze this novel, T will use the literary approaches throggh
characterization, setting and plot, and is combined with the sociological approach

through 7he Amcrican Dream concepls.

D. Formulfation of the Probiem
Based on the limitation of the nroblems above, | formulate the next problems
as these followings:
1. Can the concept of literary approaches through characterization, setting
and plot be used to analyze this novel?
2. Can the concept of sociological approach through the concept of 1he

American Dream be used to analyze this novel?

|F5)

Can the theme be formed through the result of the analysis of
characterization, setting and plot, and is combined with the sociological

approach through the concept of The American Dream?

E. Objective of the Research
Based on the formulation of the problem above, 1 intend to prove my
assumption that the theme in this novel is The Failure of Chyde Griffiths Character
to Reach the American Dream Ended with Tragedy. To teach this Ipmpose, ] will
take some steps as follow:

1. Analyzing this nove! through characterization, setting and plot.




b2

Analyzing this novel through sociological approach (The American Dream
concept).
Analyzing the theme of this novel through the result of the analysis of

L

characterization, setting and plot combined with socioloegical approach

through the reflection of The American Dream.

F. Thcoreﬁ'ca’l Framework
Based on the purpose of the research above, I will use the theorics and the
concepts of literary and non-literary. I will analyze the novel titled An American
Tragedy by Theodore Dreiser by using literary approaches (intrinsic) and also
sociological approach (extrinsic). In the literary approaches I will use the theory
of characterization, setting and plot. While in the sociological approach, 1 will use

the concept of /he American Dream. These are the theories that I will used:

1. Theory of Literary Approach (Intrinsic)
In the research of the novel titled An dmerican Tragedy by Theodore
Dreiser, I will use the literary concepts as followed:
a. Characterization
Methods of characterization.
An author has two basic method or techniques in presenting and
establishing character : *
1) Telling Method
Teilling method relies on exposition and direct commentary by the
author.
+ This direct method of revealing character — characterization by telling

~ consist of:

¥ James H Pickering. Concise companion to Literatre. (New York: Macmillan), hlmi i3.
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a) Characterization through appearance: in the world of fiction details of
appearance (what character wears and how he looks) often provide
essential clues to character.

b) Characterization by the author: The author explains the characters
through a series of editorial comments, the nature and personality of
characters’ minds. The author asserts and retains full confrol over
characterization. The author not only directs our atention to a given
character, but tels us exactly what our atitude towards that character
ought to be.

2) Showing Method
Showing method is the indirect, dramatic method, which involves the
author’s stepping aside, as it were, to allow the characters 1o reveal
themselves directlv through their dialogue and actions. These|are essentially
two methods of indirect characterization by showing:

a) Characterization through dialogue: it is a rare wfl)rk of fiction,
whose author doesn’t employ the dialogue in some reveal, establish,
and reinforce character. For this reason the reader must be prepared
to analyze dialogue in a number of different ways, but I only use
“What is being said,” “The identity of the person or persons the
speaker addressing,” and “The speaker’s tone of voice, stress, dialect
and vocabulary.” .

b) Characterization through action: What a given character is revealed
by what that character does. In short, the single most important and

defmitive method of presenting and revealing character is through

action.




b. Setting

Setting is a term that, in its broadest sense, encompasses both physical
locale that frames the action and the time of day or year, the climactic
cdnditions, and the historical period during which the action takes place.?

Sefting in fiction is called on to perform a number of desired
functions.”’

Setting may serve:

1} Setting as background for action.

2) Setting as antagonist.

. 3) Sefting as a means of creating appropriate atmosphere.
4) Setting as a means of revealing character.

5} Setting as a means of reinforcing theme.

But in this case, T only use two kinds of functions in my analysis, they
. . . | . .
are setting as background for action and setting as a meuns reinforcing

theme. ,

i

c. Plot
A plot 1s narrative of events, the emphasis falling on causality. The
term plot implies just such an overview. It implies the controll ing intelligence
of an author who has winnowed the raw facts and incidents at his disposal and
then ordered and arranged them to suggest or expose their causal

relationship.”

Y Ihid, page 37
* Ihid, page 38
? 1bid, page 13




The plot of the traditional short story is often conceived of as moving

through five distinct sections or stages: '

b

4)

Exposition

The exposition is the beginning section in which the author
provides the necessary background information, sets the scene,
establishes the situation, and dates the action, It may also introduce the
characters and the conflict, or the poteniial for conflict.
Complication

The complication, which is sometimes referred to as the TISing
action, breaks the existing equilibrium and introduces the characters and
the underlying or inciting conflict (if they have not already been
mireduced by the exposition) The conflict is then developed gradually

and intensified.

Crisis
The crisis (also referred to as the climax) is that moment at
which the plot reaches its point of greatest emotion intensity. It is

turnting point of the plot, directly precipitating its resolution.

Falling Action
Once the crisis, or tuning point, has been reached, the tension

subsides and the plot moves towards its appointed conclusion.

Resolution
The final section of the plot is its resolution. It records the
outcome or the conflict and establishes some new equilibrium or

stability (however tentative and momentary). The resolution is alse

'° Ihid, Page 16




- . i
referred to as the conclusion or the denouncement, the iatter a French

word meaning, “unknotting” or “untying.”

d. Theme
Theme is the general idea of a story. In other words, it is something
that the author wants to tell about in his/her work, whether it is about

problems in life or other commenmtaries toward this life.

Tema adaieh ide sebuah cerita atuu dengan kata lain tema
adalah sesuatu yang ingin disampeikan oleh pengaranyg dalam
karyanya, baik itu berupa masaloh kehidupan ini ataupun
komentar terhadap kehidupan ini. !

2. Theory of Non Literary Approach (Extrinsic)
To analyze the extrinsic element of this novel, I use sociological
approach through The dmerican Dream Concept (consisting of gold, glory and
gospel). The concept of this non-literary approach is taken from some sources

which are explained as follows:

a) A glimpsc of Sociology of Litcrature
Actually, the definition of sociology itself is an objective and scientific
study that focuses on human in society, study of institutions and socia}

process.

“Sosiologi sebagai studi yang imiuh dan objektif mengenai
manusia dalam masyarakat, studi tentang lembega-lembaza

NPT > § '
dan proses-proses sosial. ™!

"z Jakov Sumardjo dan Saini K. M, Apresiasi Kesusastraan, (Jakaria: Gramedia, 1996), page 36~
¥ DR Faruk, Pengamar Sosiologi Sastra dari Strukturalisme Genetik seunpei Post-Modermisme,
(Yogyakarta: Pustaka Pelajar, 1994), page 1




Then, sociology of literature is a form of human’s effort to adapt
themselves in one’s community as well as their own effort 1o change the
community itself. So that, novel can be considered 2s the effort to create a
social world; human’s relationship with their family, surroundings, politics,
country and others.

“Sosiologi  sastra  merupakan  usaha  manusic uniuk
mengubah masyarakat itu. Dengan demikian, novel dapat
dianggap scbagai usaha wntuk menciptakan dunia sosii:
hubungan manusia  dengan keluarganya, lingkungannya,
poliik, negara dan lainnya. "

b) Background of the American Dream Concept

The word of The American Dream comes from the opbesiie of
mythology Amcrican Ednic goal that reflects a desire to settle the second
heaven in America continent. Time afer time, the existences of immigrants
from Europe :specially from England comes o America, they have bz
concealed of great expectation for better life in America Continent. ™

America 1s admired place that can give the prosperity and happiness
for people that have already lived under the pressure, in tortured and poos.
For people that have lived in the society which is full of cormuption and
lived in suffering. So America is the last place that’s able to release their

suffering. In Bahasa Indonesia it is said like this quotation below:

Amerika diangankan sebagui suati wilayah yang okan
memberikan kesejahteraan dan kebahagiaan bagi orang-orang
yeang dulu pernafy terickan, fersiksa, miskin, lingkungan penufy
korupsi dan hidup dalam penderitaan. Amerika adalal tempal

" Supardi Djoko Damono, Sosiologi Susira Sebuah Pengantor Ringkes, (Jakarta: Pusal Pembinaan
dan Pengembangan Bahasa dan Departemen Perdidikan dan Kebudayaan, 1984), page 7

" Wiltred L. Guerin, Eagle G. Labor, Lee Morgan and John R. Willngham, Handbook of Critical
Approaches to Literature, (New York: Qdyssey, 1972), Page 185




ferakhir yang mampu melepaskan mereka dari berbugai
penderitaan tersebut.

¢) The American Dream Concepts (Gold, Glory and Gospel)

Tte American Dream concepts conmsist of gold, glory and gospel. In
the beginning, these words cor;cern with the effort to reach gold, glory and
gospel, but as the time goes by, that dream has developed, not only
dreaming to be rich but also dreaming to get success, honor and authority. In
Bahasa Indonesia, it is said like this quotation below:

Konsep the American Dream mencakup unsur-unsur
gold, glory dan gospel. Pada awalnya istilah ini mengacu pada
upaya meraih gold, glory, dan gospel, namun seiring dengan
perjalanan wakiu impian tersebut berkembang menjadi tidak
hanya mengimpikan menjadi kaya tetapi mengimpikan akan
keberhasilun, kehormaian dan kekuasacn. ™ o

1) Gold
The definition of gn/d is not only concern with the real vold, but also

can be define as a wealth or richness and money. In Bahasa Indoncsia, it is

said like this quotation below:

Pengertion gold tidak secara harfiah mengacn padu emas,
tetupi bisa juga berarti kekayaan. '’

2) Glory
Glory is a dream of America to reach prosperity, to be honored and

admired by other people. In Bahasa Indonesia, it is said like this quotation

below:

Y Dr Albertine Minderop MA, Teori Strukiuralisme Genetik dan Konsep the American Dream dolam
Telaah Sastra (Jakarta, 2000) page 24
(Lo 1
Thid, page 32
7 Ihict, page 34
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Glory merupakan impian Amerika unruA meraih kejayaan,
dihosmatt dan dikagumi oleh orang lain.'*

3} Gaospel
In the beginning, gospel means spreading Christian rehigion with the
theme that Christian people are diligent, and the lazy peopls is the people
that lots of sins. Then, the definition about gospel developed with worldly-
oriented that has assence for the success. In Bahasa Indonesia, it is said like

this quotation below:

Pada awalnya berarti penyeburan agama krisien dengan
tema balwa orang-orang kristen odalah orang-orang  rajin,
orang malas adalah orang berdosa.  Selanjutnye pengertian
gospel  berkembang  dengan  orientasi keduniaowian yang
excusnna keberhasilan ¥

d) Tragedy
There are many American novels show various causes as failures 1o
achicvﬁ the American Dream. Tragedy is a story where the main charzcter
has a sad ending or died. In Bahasa Indonesia, it is said like this quotation
below:

Banyak  kisah  dalam novel-novel Amerika  yang
menperiihatkan berbagai akibat berupa kegagalun yan s dialami
para 10koh dalam upaya mereka mencapai the American
Dream.”®

i
i

Tragedi adalah suatu kisahan dimana tokoh damanye
mengalami ukhir yang menyedihkan atau mengalami kematian. o

8 bid, page 36

Y Ibid, page 39
™ Ibid, page 43
! Ibid, page 47

11




G. Method of the Research _

In this research, 1 use the method of the qualitative research, the written data
resource (text) which is the novel titled An American Tragedy by Theodore
Dreiser, and also is supported by the other written sources which are relevant
The kind of the research is bibliography. The characteristic of the research is
interpretative, interpret the text. The method of the data collection is through the
bibliography research, and the pattefn of the theory research is inductive, from

general 1o specific.

H. Benefit of the Research
hope this research will give the beneficial to whom wants to know more
about the things that relates with this novel titled An American Tragedy by

Theodore Dreiser, especially about the concept of 1he American Dream.

= Dr. Albertine Minderop. MA, Metode Penelitian Telaah Sastra, (Jakarta; Universitas Darma
Persada, 2000), page 25.

12




L System of Presentation

1 arrange the thesis analysis of this novel, as follows:

CHAPTER T INTRODUCTION
This chapter consists of the common problems mncluding
background of the problem, identification of the problerja, limitation of
the problem, formuiation of the problem, objective of the research,
theoretical framework, method of the research, benefit ?;f the research,

system of presentation.

CHAPTER I THE ANALYSIS OF THE NOVEL BY USING LITERARY
APPROACHES

This chapter consists of the analysis of characterization. setting

and plot in the novel titted An American Tragedy by Theodore

Dreiser.

CHAPTER Il THE ANALYSIS OF THE NOVEL BY USING
SOCIOLOGICAL APPROACH THROUGH THE CONCEPT

OF THE AMERICAN DREAM
This chapter consists of the analysis the sociological approach

through the reflection of The American Drean:.

CHAPTER IV THE FAILURE OF CLYDE GRIFFITEHS CHARACTER TO

REACH THE AMERICAN DREAM THAT ENDED WITH

TRAGEDY XN AN AMERICAN TRAGEDY, A NOVEL BY
THEODORE DREISER

This chapter consists of the theme analysis through literary

approaches (characterization, setting and plot) combined with the
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sociological approach with using the reflection of The American
Dream.

CHAPTER V CONCLUSION

This chapter consists of the proof about my assumption of the
theme.
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