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THE ATTEMPT TO ACHIEVE THE AMERICAN DREAM ENDED IN 

TRAGEDY ON ELVIS (2021) MOVIE SCRIPT 

 

Muhamad Badharul Isnaeni  

danuaja2017@gmail.com 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

This study aims to analyze Elvis' efforts in achieving the American Dream through 

characterization, plot, and setting in the Elvis movie script supported by the American 

Dream theory by James Truslow Adam. The approach used in this study is Sociology and 

American Dream. The object of research used in this study is the script of the Elvis film 

by Bazz Luhrman. The data of this research was obtained through a documentation 

study. The data was analyzed using descriptive analytical techniques. The results of 

this study prove that there are; 1) Elvis Presley's efforts in achieving the American Dream, 

2) The American dream that Elvis got, 3) Elvis Presley's failure. An analysis of Elvis Presley's 

attempt in achieveing American dream through internal factors and external factors. 

 

Kata kunci: American Dream, Qualitative, Tragedy, Elvis, James Truslow Adams 
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UPAYA MENCAPAI IMPIAN AMERIKA BERAKHIR DENGAN TRAGEDI 

PADA SKRIP FILM ELVIS (2021) 

 

Muhamad Badharul Isnaeni  

danuaja2017@gmail.com 

 

ABSTRAK 

 

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menganalisis upaya Elvis dalam meraih Impian 

Amerika melalui karakterisasi, alur, dan latar dalam skrip film Elvis dengan 

didukung teori American Dream oleh James Truslow Adam. Pendekatan yang 

digunakan dalam penelitian ini adalah sosiologi dan American Dream. Objek 

penelitian yang digunakan dalam penelitian ini adalah skrip film Elvis karya Baz 

Luhrmann. Data penelitian ini diperoleh melalui studi dokumentasi. Data dianalisis 

dengan menggunakan teknik deskriptif analitik. Hasil dari penelitian ini membuktikan 

bahwa terdapat; 1) Upaya Elvis Presley dalam meraih Impian Amerika, 2) Bentuk 

impian Amerika yang Elvis dapat, 3) Kegagalan Elvis Presley. Sebab kegagalan Elvis 

Presley melalui factor internal dan factor eksternal.  

 

Kata kunci: Impian Amerika, Kualitatif, Tragedi, Elvis, James Truslow Adams 

  



Darma Persada University | IX 

 

TABLE OF CONTENT 

THE ATTEMPT TO ACHIEVE THE AMERICAN DREAM ENDED IN TRAGEDY ON 

ELVIS (2021) MOVIE SCRIPT ............................................................................................ i 

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY STATEMENT .................................................................... ii 

TERM PAPER VALIDATION ........................................................................................... iv 

ACKOWLEDGEMENT ...................................................................................................... v 

TABLE OF CONTENT ..................................................................................................... IX 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION ........................................................................................... 1 

1.1 Background of the Research .................................................................................... 1 

1.2 Identification of the problem .................................................................................... 3 

1.3 Limitation of the Problem ........................................................................................ 4 

1.4 Formulation of the Problem ..................................................................................... 4 

1.5 Objectives of the Research ....................................................................................... 5 

1.6 Methods of the Research .......................................................................................... 5 

1.7 Benefits of the Research ........................................................................................... 6 

1.8 Systematic Organization of the Research ................................................................ 6 

CHAPTER II THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK .................................................................. 8 

2.1 Intrinsic Approach ................................................................................................... 8 

2.1.1 Character and Characterization ........................................................................... 8 

2.1.1.1Telling Method ..................................................................................................... 9 

2.1.1.2 Showing Method ............................................................................................... 10 

2.1.2 Plot ................................................................................................................... 13 

2.1.2.1 Exposition.......................................................................................................... 13 

2.1.2.2 Complication ..................................................................................................... 14 

2.1.2.3 Crisis/Climax .................................................................................................... 14 

2.1.2.4 Falling action..................................................................................................... 14 

2.1.2.5 Resolution.......................................................................................................... 14 

2.1.3    Setting ............................................................................................................... 15 

2.1.3.1 Setting as an Antagonist ................................................................................... 15 

2.1.3.2 Setting as Means of Creating Atmosphere ....................................................... 15 

2.1.3.3 Setting as Means of Revealing Character ........................................................ 15 

2.1.3.4 Setting as Means of Reinforcing Theme ........................................................... 16 

2.1.3.5 Setting as a Background of the Action ............................................................. 16 



Darma Persada University | X 

 

2.1.4 Theme................................................................................................................... 17 

2.2 Extrinsic Approach................................................................................................. 17 

2.2.1 Sociology .......................................................................................................... 17 

2.2.2 Sociology of Literature .................................................................................... 17 

2.2.3 American Dream ................................................................................................. 18 

2.2.3.1 Gold ............................................................................................................... 20 

2.2.3.2 Glory.............................................................................................................. 20 

2.2.2.3.3 Gospel ......................................................................................................... 21 

2.3 Previous Related Study .......................................................................................... 22 

CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHOD .............................................................................. 24 

3.1 Time and Location .................................................................................................. 24 

3.2 Research Approach and Method............................................................................ 24 

3.3 Research Object Data ............................................................................................. 25 

3.4 Data Collection Technique ..................................................................................... 25 

3.5 Data Analysis Technique ........................................................................................ 25 

CHAPTER IV .................................................................................................................... 27 

THE ATTEMPT TO ACHIEVE THE AMERICAN DREAM ENDED IN TRAGEDY ON 

ELVIS (2021) MOVIE SCRIPT ......................................................................................... 27 

4.1 American Dream as seen in Characterization ....................................................... 27 

4.1.1 Elvis Presley ......................................................................................................... 27 

4.1.2 Colonel Tom Parker ............................................................................................ 33 

4.1.3 Vernon Presley ..................................................................................................... 36 

4.1.4 Priscilla ................................................................................................................ 37 

4.1.5 Jerry Schilling ...................................................................................................... 41 

4.2 American Dream as seen in Plot ............................................................................ 44 

4.2.1 Exposition ............................................................................................................ 44 

4.2.2 Complication / Rising Action............................................................................... 45 

4.2.3 Climax .................................................................................................................. 48 

4.2.4 Falling action ....................................................................................................... 52 

4.2.5 Resolution ............................................................................................................ 53 

4.3 American dream as seen in setting ......................................................................... 54 

4.3.1 Setting as reinforcing theme ................................................................................ 54 

4.3.2 Setting as Revealing character ............................................................................ 55 

CHAPTER V CONCLUSION............................................................................................ 57 



Darma Persada University | XI 

 

REFERENCES .................................................................................................................. 59 

APPENDIX 1 .................................................................................................................... 63 

APPENDIX 2 .................................................................................................................... 64 

APPENDIX 3 .................................................................................................................... 65 

APPENDIX 4 .................................................................................................................... 66 

APPENDIX 5 .................................................................................................................... 67 

APPENDIX 6 .................................................................................................................... 67 

APPENDIX 7 .................................................................................................................... 70 

APPENDIX 8 .................................................................................................................... 71 

 
 


	THE ATTEMPT TO ACHIEVE THE AMERICAN DREAM ENDED IN TRAGEDY ON ELVIS (2021) MOVIE SCRIPT
	INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY STATEMENT
	TERM PAPER VALIDATION
	ACKOWLEDGEMENT
	TABLE OF CONTENT

