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TRAUMATIC EXPERIENCE AND THE POWER OF LOVE 

 IN ROSELLEN BROWN’S NOVEL TENDER MERCIES 

 INTRINSIC APPROACHES EXTRINSIC APPROACHES 

Characterization  Setting Literature of 
psychology 

Plot

1. Setting as Background for 
Action 

2. Setting as Antagonist 

3. .Setting as A Means of 
Creating Appropriate 
Atmosphere 

4. Setting as A Means of 
Revealing Character 

5. Setting as A Means of 
Reinforcing Theme 

1. Exposition. 

2. Rising Action. 

3. Crisis 

4. Falling Action. 

5. Resolution. 

1. Showing Method: 

a. Characterization 

through Dialogue 

b. Characterization 

through Action 

2. Telling Method: 

a. Characterization 

through 

Appearance 

b. Characterization 

by the Author 

Concepts: 

a. Traumatic 
Experience 

b. Love 
concept from 
Robert J 
Steinberg 

TRAUMATIC EXPERIENCE AND THE POWER OF LOVE 

IN ROSELLEN BROWN’S NOVEL TENDER MERCIES 
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TRAUMATIC EXPERIENCE AND THE POWER OF LOVE  

IN ROSELLEN BROWN’S NOVEL TENDER MERCIES 

BACKGROUND Bad things can happen but they only 

take up few pages of your story and anyone can survive a 

few pages. According to Rosellen Brown’s novel Tender 

Mercies, Laura is a quadriplegic wife and mother. She 

becomes paralyzed because the accident that is caused by 

Dan. The accident not only makes her traumatic but also 

changes her love and attitude to her husband.  

CONCLUSION the moral teaching of this 
research is in the relationship, there is trial to 
test their love where their love will still 
together or fall apart and we have to be 
patient handle with person who has 
traumatic experience because it takes time to 
need time to heal from the trauma

Resulting of the analysis Laura is a 
quadriplegic wife and mother. She becomes 
paralyzed because the accident. The accident 
makes her become traumatic. It gives impact to 
her mental and physical. In other side, the 
accident makes her love for husband has already 
changed. There is no more intimacy and passion 
in their marriage because she feels hate about the 
fact that she becomes paralyzed because her 
husband’s action. she punishes him with ignore 
him as long as she can. Those main cases that 
related to the characterization and followed by 
the analysis of the plot and setting that also 
related to the theme of  Traumatic Experience 
and The Power of Love in Rosellen Brown’s 
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Method Based on the 
f r a m e w o r k  o f  t h e 
theories above, I use a 
variety of quantitative 
research method, type of 
l i t e r a r y  r e s e a r c h , 
interpretative /analysis 
research with the method 
of data collection in the 
form of literary text form 
the novel titled Tender 
Mercies by Rosellen 
Brown as  a pr imary 
source and supported 
from several references 
related to the theory and 
concept suitable as a 
s e c o n d a r y  s o u r c e . 

Benefit This research is 
very useful to understand 
tha t  peop le  r eac t  in 
different ways to trauma. 
In other side, through 
love concepts, people 
will know that love have 
important elements, it is 
like intimacy, passion 
and commitment. They 
can conquer heart. This 
research will tell them, 
they will know to handle 
w i t h  p e o p l e  w h o 
s u f f e r i n g  t r a u ma t i c 
experience and to know 
about the power of love. 
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